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Disasters from extreme weather show 
vulnerability to climate change

Â 95% of deaths from disasters over last 25 years 
in low- and middle-income nations 

Â
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Urban areas and adaptation

Â All cities have had to adapt to their local 
environment
– So adaptation is possible

Â But climate change imposing new constraints, 
changing constraints and bringing uncertainty

Â Adaptation impossible without 
– basic protective infrastructure & services for entire 

population
– Special programmes to address those most vulnerable –

for adaptation plus disaster-preparedness, disaster-
response and longer-term rebuilding

– Pro-poor land-use and land-management policies that are 
usually politically inconceiveable



8Adapt/Paginis not an environmentalnissue �„Adapt/Paginall about the quality of localndevelopment�„Adapt/Paginneeds strong localnknowledge about likely changes and what can be 
donento adaptnto these

�„Adapt/Paginneeds effecPave, ac
countable localngovernment, for what it does & what it supports/encourages 

�„(All these apply to ruralnand urban areas)�„To achieve this implies dram/Pac changes in 

the effecPaveness of aid agencies
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Let local innovation & precedents drive national policies
Â CAPAs and LAPAs driving NAPAs

– Learn from good experiences e.g. Durban at city level and 
Cavite at community-level

Â Explore synergies between local development and 
adaptation
– Get the attention of the ‘development’ bits of local government
– the hundred-fold difference in the cost-effectiveness of different 

actors; What $25,000 can do in the hands of a savings group 
formed by women ‘slum’ dwellers

Â Build on the innovations in local development successes 
– community-led and municipal led ‘slum’ and squatter upgrading 

and housing finance; a lot of innovation to draw on
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Urban centres need successful local rural 
development and rural adaptation

Â Urban dependence on rural resources and eco-
system services (including protective services)

Â Much of the urban population have livelihoods that 
depend on rural (producer and consumer) demand 
for goods and services

Â How vulnerable low-income urban populations are 
to higher food prices or disruptions in food supplies

Â How many (poor and non-poor) households have 
rural and urban components to their livelihoods, 
incomes and asset bases
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