








Programme of Action and to respond to new challenges relevant to 
population and development;  

 9. Urges Governments to address existing gaps in the 
implementation of the Programme of Action, including in such areas as 
respect for, and protection, promotion and fulfilment of, human rights, and 
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls, as well as 
unequal progress in achieving universal and equitable access to health 
services, including for sexual and reproductive health, and newborn and 
child health, uneven progress in health conditions and life expectancy, and 
the elimination of violence and discrimination without distinction of any 
kind;  

 10. Recognizes the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents and 
other persons legally responsible for adolescents to provide, in a manner 
consistent with the evolving capacities of the adolescent, appropriate 
direction and guidance on sexual and reproductive matters, and that 
countries must ensure that the programmes and attitudes of health-care 
providers do not restrict the access by adolescents to appropriate services 
and the information they need, including on sexually transmitted infections 
and sexual abuse, and also recognizes that in doing so, and in order to 
address, inter alia, sexual abuse, these services must safeguard the right of 
adolescents to privacy, confidentiality, respect and informed consent, 
respecting cultural values and religious beliefs, and that in this context 
countries should, where appropriate, remove legal, regulatory and social 
barriers to reproductive health information and care for adolescents; 

 11. Urges Governments, the international community and all other 
relevant stakeholders to give particular attention to the areas of shortfall in 
the implementation of the Programme of Action, including, the elimination 
of preventable maternal morbidity and mortality through strengthening 
health systems, equitable and universal access to quality, integrated and 
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services, and by ensuring 
the access of adolescents and youth to full and accurate information and 
education on sexual and reproductive health, including evidence-based 
comprehensive education on human sexuality, and promotion, respect, 
protection and fulfilment of all human rights, especially the human rights 
of women and girls, including sexual and reproductive health and 
reproductive rights, and by addressing the persistence of discriminatory 
laws and the unfair and discriminatory application of laws;  

 12. Also urges Governments and development partners, including 
through international cooperation, to improve maternal health, reduce 
maternal and child morbidity and mortality and prevent and respond to 
HIV and AIDS, to strengthen health systems and ensure that they prioritize 
universal access to sexual and reproductive information and health-care 
services, including family planning, prenatal care, safe delivery and 
postnatal care, especially breastfeeding and infant and women’s health 






