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The world’s population is growing larger and older, while also becoming more mobile and more 
urbanized. Population size, structure and distribution have major implications for, and will be 
significantly influenced by, the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
following key findings are based on a report of 
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member states are projected to have at least 10 per cent of their populations at ages 65 and above, with values 
of more than one third in Italy, Japan and the Republic of Korea. The share of “oldest persons” (aged 80+) will 
increase rapidly in most countries, surpassing 15% of the total population in Japan and Korea by 2050.

5.  Female predominance at the older ages 

Presently in all G20 countries except for Saudi Arabia, women account for more than half of the population aged 
65 or over. The largest share of women amongst older persons is that of the Russian Federation (67% female). 
More than 60 per cent of persons aged 80 or over in G20 countries are women. Despite the projected continued 
increase in male life expectancy, women will remain the majority of older persons in all G20 countries except in 
Saudi Arabia, where older men will continue to outnumber older women until 2050.
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