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 B. Intersessional departures 
 

 

Organ Request Action taken 

   Committee on the 

Rights of the Child 

To hold an extraordinary session (eighty-fourth) 

of the Committee from 2 to 6 March in Apia 

Request approved 

Meeting of Chairs of 

the human rights 

treaty bodies 

To waive the headquarters rule and hold the thirty-

second meeting of the Chairs of the human rights 

treaty bodies in New York from 1 to 5 June 2020  

Request approved 

United Nations 

Commission on 

International Trade 

Law (UNCITRAL) 

Working Group III 

To hold an additional session (the resumed thirty-

eighth session of the Commission) from 20 to 

24 January 2020 in Vienna 

Request approved 

Disarmament 

Commission 

To hold an additional session (the resumed 

organizational session of the Commission) on 

28 February 2020 in New York 

Request approved 

Advisory Board on 

Disarmament Matters 

To convene the seventy-third session of the Board 

from 29 to 31 January 2020 in Geneva rather than 

New York 

Request approved 

 

 

 

 C. Utilization of conference-servicing resources and facilities 
 

 

 Utilization of conference-servicing resources and facilities may be measured in terms 

of a utilization rate, calculated using the following formula:  

U=
(A+B)-(C-E)-(F/3)

(A+B)
 

where: U is utilization, the percentage of available conference resources actually used by 

the organ in question; A is the number of meetings planned by a given organ at a scheduled 

session; B is the number of additional meetings held during the session; C is the number of 

meetings cancelled during the session; E is the total number of reassignments; and F is the 

amount of time lost owing to late starting/early ending (hours and minutes rounded to the 

nearest five minutes, for example, 5:25 = 5 hours and 25 minutes).  

 In the foregoing calculation, the time lost as a result of late starting and  early ending 

(F) is converted into the equivalent of meetings lost by dividing the total by three, as 

the standard meeting time is three hours. The number of reassignments (E) is 

subtracted from the number of cancelled meetings (C). The difference between  the 

two and the number of meetings lost are then subtracted from the sum of meetings 

planned (A) and additional meetings held (B). The result is expressed as a percentage 

of the sum of meetings planned and additional meetings held.  

 The statistics set out in the tables below are compiled in accordance with the 

methodology adopted by the Committee on Conferences at its 348th meeting, held on 

18 May 1993 (see A/AC.172/161, A/AC.172/161/Corr.1 and A/AC.172/161/Corr.2).  

 In compliance with the request of the Committee on Conferences at its 1999 

substantive session, utilization rates for a three-year reporting period are provided 

and organs are listed in the order of the utilization factors for the latest reporting 

period by duty station.
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New York 

A  

(planned) 

B  

(added) 

C  

(cancelled) 

D  

(held) 

E  

(reassigned) 

F  

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) 

         
16. Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding instrument 

under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the 

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas 

beyond national jurisdiction: second session, 25 March–5 April; third 

session, 19–30 August 

39 1 1 39 0 440 91 

17. Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations: 2019 regular session, 

21–30 January and 8 February; resumed session, 16–24 May and 4 June 

29 0 0
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New York 

A  

(planned) 

B  

(added) 

C  

(cancelled) 

D  

(held) 

E  

(reassigned) 

F  

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) 

         
72. 
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Geneva 

A 

(planned) 

B 

(added) 

C 

(cancelled) 

D 

(held) 

E 

(reassigned) 

F 

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) 

         
5. 



 

 

-1
1

/5
9

- 

 

2
0

-0
7

4
1

5
(E

)
 

 

Geneva 

A 

(planned) 

B 

(added) 

C 

(cancelled) 

D 

(held) 

E 

(reassigned) 

F 

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 
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(percentage) 

         
20. Biological Weapons Convention – State parties, annual session,  

3–
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Vienna 

A 

(planned) 

B 

(added) 

C 

(cancelled) 

D 

(held) 

E 

(reassigned) 

F 

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) 

         
38. Joint meetings of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, reconvened sixty-

second session and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice, reconvened twenty-eighth session, 12
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  Table 2 

  Utilization statistics of mandated meetings of all calendar bodies serviced, by 

duty station, 2014–2019 
 

  2019 
 

 Number of meetings 

F
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  2015 
 

 Number of meetings  

F 

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) Duty station 

A 

(planned) 

B 

(added) 

C 

(cancelled) 

D 

(held) 

E 

(reassigned) 

        
New York 2 321 403 437 2 287 240 63 595 80 

Geneva 1 967 22 234 1 755 8 34 375 79 

Vienna 372 13 18 367 – 7 385 85 

Nairobi 34 0 2 32 – 565 85 

 Total 4 694 438 691 4 441 248 105 920 80 

 

 

  2014 
 

 Number of meetings  

F 

(minutes lost) 

Utilization 

factor 

(percentage) Duty station 

A 

(planned) 

B 

(added) 

C 

(cancelled) 

D 

(held) 

E 

(reassigned) 

        
New York 2 137 438 397 2 178 225 65 160 79 

Geneva 1 821 12 217 1 616 – 26 360 80 

Vienna 296 2 14 284 – 5 575 85 

Nairobi 28 4 – 32 – 735 87 



 
 20/59 

20-07415(E) 

 

Meeting body  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Average 

(percentage) 

         
14. Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 

Palestinian People 

79 67 59 75 61 63 67 

15. Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations and its Working 

Group 

80 74 72 63 53 57 67 

16. Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of 

Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider 

Appreciation of International Law 

75 72 31 36 83 94 65 

17. Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on 

the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization  

48 91 73 59 65 47 64 

18. Human Rights Council, Working Group on the use of 

mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding 

the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination 

79 72 73 67 0 95 64 

19. Committee on Conferences 81 90 81 36 47 36 62 

20. Disarmament Commission 58 54 76 77 45 35 58 

21. Committee on Information 74 56 66 64 35 42
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Room 
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Room 

Standard meeting 

capacity per year 

Actual occupancy 

(number of 

meetings held) 

Utilization rate 

(percentage) 

    
Room XIX 76 56 73.7 

Room XX 454 410 90.3 

Room XXI 504 405 80.4 

Room XXII 494 449 90.9 

Room XXIII 502 449 89.4 

Room XXIV 502 440 87.6 

Room XXV 504 520 103.2 

Room XXVI 502 338 67.3 

Room XXVII 492 453 92.1 

Room S4 458 401 87.6 

 Total 13 666 10 554 77.2 

 

 a Following the methodology recommended by the Working Group on Key Performance 
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Room 

Standard meeting 

capacity per year  

Actual occupancy 

(number of 

meetings held) 

Utilization rate 

(percentage) 

    
Conference Room 11 504 369 73.2 

Conference Room 13 504 390 77.4 

Conference Room 14 504 387 
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  2014 
 

 With interpretation  Without interpretation  Overall 

Duty station Planned Held Percentage Planned Held Percentage Planned Held Percentage 
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 Meetings with interpretation services   

Meetings without 

interpretation services  

Grouping 
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 Meetings with interpretation services   

Meetings without 

interpretation services  

Grouping Requested Provided Not provided Requested Held 

      
European Union 0 0 0 123 123 

Group of 77 0 0 0 83 83 

Group of Western European and other States 0 0 0 9 9 

Latin American and Caribbean Group 0 0 0 26 26 

Non-Aligned Movement 0 0 0 0 0 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 0 0 0 2 2 

 Subtotal 0 0 0 299 299 

Nairobi      

African Group 0 0 0 88 88 

Arab Group 0 0 0 29 29 

Asia-Pacific Group 0 0 0 65 65 
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Headquarters 

of meeting 

body 

Servicing 

duty station 

Staff sent from 

servicing duty 

station(s) 

Travel and related costs comparison  

(United States dollars) 

Cost Savings  

(a-b+c) 

Savings per duty station  

(United States dollars) 

Headquarters 
of meeting 

body  

(a) 

Servicing duty 

station 

(b) 

(airfare plus 

replacement 

costs) 

Saved DSA 

(c)  New York Geneva
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station 
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(c)  New York Geneva Vienna Nairobi 

             
19. UNEP, Ozone Secretariat: 

Implementation Committee 

under the Non-Compliance 

Procedure for the Montreal 

Protocol, sixty-third meeting, 

Rome, 2 November; Thirty-first 

Meeting of the Parties to the 

Montreal Protocol on Substances 

that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 

Rome, Italy, 4–8 November 

Nairobi Nairobi/ 

Geneva 

4 3 200.00 3 738.41  (538.41)    (538.41) 

20. UNEP, African Ministerial 

Conference on the Environment, 

seventeenth session, Durban, 

South Africa, 11–15 November 

Nairobi Nairobi 15 16 050.00 9 331.41  
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 II. Documents management  
 

 

 A.
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 B. Documents management statistics, by duty station, as at 

31 December 2019  
 

 

 1.
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 4. Nairobi, Division of Conference Services  
 

Table 1  

Overview of submission/processing/issuance compliance 
 

  2017 2018 2019 

     
1. Total documents 
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  Table 3  

  Temporary assistance for meetings: expenditures by language, 2018 and 2019  

(United States dollars)  

Translation 

New York  Geneva  Vienna  Nairobi 

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 

         Arabic 553 886 402 403 409 015 306 656 306 044 439 124 – 48 374 

Chinese 49 328 38 594 704 140 727 323 120 033 87 138 80 550 107 266 

English 922 762 94 495  1 219 718 1 239 482  81 479 57 949 159 226 491 722 

French 2 885 196 
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Documentation 

processed
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  Geneva  
 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

        Arabic 10 577 870 9 608 737 10 115 585 9 924 425 9 348 540 11 050 610 60 625 767 

Chinese 10 109 830 9 230 822 10 568 650 9 481 784 9 680 840 10 892 280 59 964 206 

English 4 881 685 4 561 788 4 461 830 4 496 100 4 230 084 4 961 860 27 593 347 

French 21 080 580 18 320 146 20 668 128 18 264 220 18 806 378 19 628 501 116 767 953 

Russian 18 655 755 15 417 374 16 102 699 15 323 193 16 234 975 17 059 731 98 793 727 

Spanish 16 542 018 15 837 312 16 879 480 14 284 009 13 602 290 15 837 292 92 982 401 

 Total 81 847 738 72 976 179 78 796 372 71 773 731 71 903 107 79 430 274 456 727 401 

 

 

  Vienna  
 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

        Arabic 3 853 513 4 283 631 3 991 600 4 270 050 4 144 909 4 207 880 24 751 583 

Chinese 3 352 441 3 857 687 3 602 680 4 340 600 3 456 925 3 894 990 22 505 323 

English 536 157 716 399 403 919 525 730 



 
 53/59 

20-07415(E) 

  Table 3 
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2019 e-survey results  
 

Quality of services provided by meeting 

services assistant 

Very good  Good  Average  Poor  Very poor 
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2019 results – survey administered by the United Nations Office at Nairobi following the seventeenth session of the African Ministerial Conf erence 

on the Environment  
 

Quality of conference services overall  

Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor  Very poor 

Total 

responses Responses Percentage Responses Percentage Responses Percentage Responses 
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