U T +1 et a¥yl g‘ E Tn+: S A T T—-_.-_-:_a:\_r_j_,,__ i e o o
nited Nations e INAUIONS Utiics ST

BEADQUARTERS + SIEGE NEW YORK, NY 0017

TEL.D I {212) 963F. 1234 « FAN. | (2i2) 2623 4875
Distr. RESTRICTED
CRS5/2007/CRP.6
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
SECOND INTERNATIONAL DECADE FOR THE ERADICATION OF COLONIALISM
Caribbean Regianal Seminar on the. imnlpmpmannn of th Secgﬂri

International Decade for t the Eradication of
Coloniafism: next steps in decolonization

St. George’s, Grenada
22 to 24 May 2007




UNTTHED NA‘I‘IO.‘.\’Q@ N TrTemre rrwrgeg e ms s omem s T A S

WS T emEeE PAGE o

Statement by HE. Margaret Hugt
Permanent Representative of S tVincen and the Gr
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the. United Nations, Chair:

xcellencies,
Distinguished deiegates
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region and the world at large. Appropriately, the Seminar is taking place during the

week of solidarity with the peoples of Non-Seif-Governing Territories. On behaifofthe - - -
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Declaration an the Granting of Independence

again extend our sincere grati

e-gratitude to the G
hospitality. .
- Six.months. ago, the.Special. Commities convened iis iast regional SR
—Pacific. lam uenﬁdent't—ha{ the general approach outiined on that cccasion by th
Chair, the disting uished-r”ermar nt ‘erresentatwe of Saird Lucia, is siil -
minds: the Special Committee exists to- provide the pecple of the -
informaticn on all of the eptiens e,'eiieb!e to them and fo assist wh
furtherance. of ih ote n ; th
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we are gathered h

The process of decolonisation promoted by the Special Commmee has evolved over

the years inlo several nolable featires informananal Aspects] anavicalsorulniy =g, — T T LTI DT T
most importantly, actionable dimensions. The Special C,ommittee has one essential

task to perform, namely the "de-listing” of Non-Seif-Governing Territories in -application

of the Daclaration on tha (“r:mhnn of Enrfnnnnriang_e tn Colonial Cauntriee and D%_',:'ES

(resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1860} and subsequent relevant General

Assembly reseolutions; as-well-as-the pertinent provisions of the United Nations

Charter.

With only two-and-a-half years left of the Second International Decade for the

Eradication of Colonialism, it is essential that we focus the next steps in decolonisation . -

on tangible resuits for all concerned. Only such concrete steps towards the

application of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence can be consideredas
constructive and meaningful progress towards the complete eradication of colonialism.

There is some good news to report. For instance, with regard to Tokelaw, it js_hoped_
that positive developments towards decolonisation and subseauent “de-listing” by the
Special Committee and the CGenerat-Assemily can Ee—c:{pcctcc'e.m. rihe-second

referendum.that wjti.be:helci. in.November 2007 The referandum this. vear ie likelr to.
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Clearly, the recently concluded "modernisation” and "study” exercises in a number of

Tarritnriag fall eshort of an mi‘prngﬂnngilu ancontahla rchanna of or vardict an Hhe
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Terrtzory s status. At the same time, however, these exercises could - provide %he
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Jesus to the voters in a clear and. ngn]m fashinn.
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t
and political status-related exercises in each Territory - Americar
islands, Turks and Caicos lslands and possibly Anguilla ;
States Vrgln Islands.

(2} Moreover, the Committee will explore ways o enhance information exchange
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hetween-{erritorial CuVSus’ﬁ"EﬂLa, the adn“m:ammg Powers and the United Nations:

- mim oy f o an e ] e
Cne proposai that coula be considersa is mm, ifi-consuiation with the agminisieni iy
Powers, territorial Govarnm crmational "C-24 fnonl anied
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facilitate the open exn!nrntm formal. iden tor
{general election, plebiscite question, referendum, etc.) that could help ascertain in
preliminary but representative fashion the will of the people in a given Territory. For
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consultation with the relevant. admgnlr.:?prmn Power and the territarizal govarnment

concerned.

{3) In this connection further efforts should be made to field, in close cooperaiion
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vith-the rclevant admin u-:u.-ung COWEer, v:-:u.mg missions to leamy first-hand about the
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draft resolution elements (based oﬁ reso{utzon 61/136 of 14 December 2006) that

reflect the current approach that has been elaborated in the course of our recent

seminar: nd th S L | S Y oy L o PUUUU T T Uy bon  smeadios dimu | Sleo oo
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