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more than two -imes larger than the 30 persons who will be elected from this field and
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then tasked with creating the governing document. The public education project will
proceed with candidate forums which will afford the public a basis for determining those
persons best prepared to undertake this historic task. - Recause the census data show that

approximately 14 percent of the total territorial populatien of 108,512 persons Wdentified

{ Wisnanic or Lafing. the sublic educaiion nroient 5lem meadmad
themselves either as Hispanic or Latino, the public education project als produced

literature in Spanish and utilizes Spanish langnage radio programs in the Territory to -
convey information to this population group as well.

Phase TI

The public education project will move into Phase II once the actnal convention

opens as scheduled for July 23, 2008 at the Earle B. Ottley Legistative Hall: i

officers and by deciding upon the process by which it will conduct its husiness Whep it —

begins its work, the Virgin Islands Fifth Constitutional Convention will have apericd of
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one year—=—Tuly 23, 2007 to July 27, 2008 to adopt a draf constifution. Duing tas
period, the public education project will focus on the actual deliberations of the body as

its members consider distinct propesals which may be adopted in a constitution. Tt is
envisioned that there will be a series of public mestings conducted throughout the- -~ -
Territory which will keep the constitution in the forefront of public life and that again all
media will be utilized to accomplish the project objectives. There has been a sentiment

throughout the community that every effort must be made to keep the public engaged

during the work of the convention, as this will increase the chances of a document which B
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can meet public-seruting- This phase of the public education wi
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convention outcomes and processes and must include delegaie mput.

Phase 1

Once the document is adopted by the Convention;, it must tfavel—to the President
.ﬂC! h

of the United States and to the United States Congress as well which maintains the deht
to amend this document pursuant to the plenary powers granted to that body over the
Territories by virtue of the United States Constitution. The document which is finally
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reported out by the Cangress must then be made. widely available to the Virgin Islands
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public in both English and Spanish hefore it ig
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in a referendinn to by scheduled probably in the last months of 20660 1lus wiil conmipieic
the Third Phase of the public education project which will end with the final vote on the
proposed Constitution. Needless to say, this will be a very challenging phase of the
project as interest in reading has declined on the national level, a trend which is also seen
locally. The document might contain matters relating to culture and the protectien-of
both historical and environmental resources which often are the subjecis of public
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popular conversation. But it will also involve technical issues such as the collecton and
apportionment of taxes, the structure of the tocal judiciary and matters of districting and

the creation of municipat structures; uit of which-will require carcfil deliberatiomand - - -
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assessment. The public education project will continue to stress the need for citizen










