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The months since that meeting in February have seen major progress in a

number of key areas. A major multi-million_dollar infrastructure programme, =
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schools on Atafu and Fakaofo and upgrading the hospital on Nu kunonu And on

- atol's pﬁptﬂaalﬁn’,is weli underway: hriis first year emphasis wiltbe oo renewing.. .

the shipping service front, p!arming has advanced h:; a Stage !
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Tokelau's needs in the coming 25 years. Much is being done to e..sure that the
people of Tokelau who choose to remain on their home atolls have a o

life and a certainty of adequate services that is sufficien
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sustainable communities on each of the three afolls.
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those committed to the cause of SEIf-dEtErmmat(On understand ciearly lna’(‘NEW“"“‘ o

Zealand's commitment to Tokelau retates not only to the right of the people of — —

Tokelau to decide their future path and direction but also to ensuring that,
whatever Tokelau's status, meeting the needs of the people on those distant
atolls remains of paramount importance to New Zealand.

These are challenging times for many couniries, not least the smali, remoie and
vulnerable. We know that changesiaxing piace WilL!iﬂ_Li!t': WOLLL_ 2Conony. aie ..

impacting on the lives and wellbeing of an increasing number of people. Costs of
basic needs such as food and energy are rising. Tokelau is no exception and,
unlike some, it has few, if any, options to reduce the growing economic pressures
it is facing. In such circumstances it is vital that the international community does
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relevant to the unigue circumstances of this tiny group of people, Iiv

exposed, vuinerable existence in the midst of the vastness of the Pacmu COcean.

New Zealand is committed o standing with, Tokelau and its people. They may be
very small in number, their atolls may be tiny and isolated but their expectations

and needs are as relevant as any others. It is my hope that this Seminar-wiitfind- - -

it possible to look at Tokelau not only as a non seff—governmg terntory whose

pcupn:: deserve the ngut to scli-determination bul-aiso— db/\lwﬁsg) uyhmum
cemmunity that has far wider-hepes and expectatio A
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