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Mr. Chairman, thank you for the privilege and opportunity to address this Committee.

Lo wpooh havomfecm +ha Inlomd af Qe YY1 71 . 1., 1 B * i
— b
fﬁl‘ - I

3

_ 3

4
n
P
- ___________________________

- i
£

4
. N
L,

;
e = — Fy |







In St. Helena, politics have not significantly progressed over the last twenty years and the
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draft constitution do not appear on the face of it to allow more accountability by
individual elected members.

A new partnership with increased accountability for elected representatives for local
affairs would need to benefit from increased economic activity. It is to that subject that I
now turn.

Economic activity on the Island is very low. I mentioned earlier how small and isolated
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comprehenswely over many years and it was Britain’s experts themselves who identified
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broken promises by Britain may well create apathy and therefore a low participation
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respond in significant numbers and leave Britain in no doubt what we Saints want. That
would leave Britain to seek other reasons if they want to say no.

We need an airport and we need that airport NOW! Any delay will be nothing but
disastrous. If we do not get an airport there is no guarantee that the same level of service
the Island has enjoyed for the past thirty years will continue. This service is neither

sufficient nor sultable to generate a tourist 1ndustry and to run the risk of being served
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The assessments made by Britain herself show that long term economic sustainability is
solely dependent on air access. No other option would have the long term effect of
significantly reducing and hopefully eventually eliminating the need for grant in aid.

These were the findings of Britain’s own experts and it is a point that is not denied in the
new consultation document recently produced by Britain.

St. Helena has made great strides to meet its side of the bargain. We want to be party to
decisions that makes our Island less financially dependent on Britain. If the ‘pause’ does
not come to an end now it will inevitably mean that our society will dwindle even further
both in terms of its population and its economy.

We, the people of St. Helena, therefore seek the UN’s support in urging the British
Government to honour its obligations under article 73 (e) included amongst which is to
promote to the utmost the well being of the inhabitants. That our interests will be best
served by having a special relationship with Britain and rather than wither and die, also
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