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Roger Edwards, an elected Member of the Falkland Islands Legislative
Assembly. I stand before you today to demand that Falkland Islanders are
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determine their own future, the right of self-determination.

The principle of self-determination is enshrined in Article 1, paragraph 2,



I‘rql londmaaa icoho:e 4700 acunea aélawd 17 ’(1

In the 2006 census, the permanent residents shown were born in a total of
62 different countries including Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. The 2012
census is expected to show a population which has grown to over 3,000.

The Falkland Islands are a group of islands in the South Atlantic, some
300 miles (450 Kilometres) from the coast of Argentina. There are two
main islands, East and West Falkland, and about 750 smaller islands. The
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are as large as the 25 smallest member states added together. The Islands
rise to a maximum of 705 metres (Mt Usborne). The climate is cool
temperate being somewhat muted by the influence of the cold South West
Atlantic. The soil is acidic peat overlying a sandstone base. The language
is English and we have our own currency on par to the pound sterling,.

The Islands have been under continuous sovereignty of the United
Kingdom for 179 years except for a brief period of 74 days in 1982 when



We have established one of the best managed fisheries in the world where
the local companies now own the resource and they are encouraged to
exploit that resource to bring the best possible benefits to the Islands
while maintaining stocks at levels that guarantee the fishery for future
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within your power to develop innovative approaches and new dynamics
to achieve this goal.

Mr Chairman, every year we put forward arguments in support of our
human rights, in order that this Committee will one day recognise its own
obligations under the UN Charter and respect our right of self-
determination. Hopefully this year, the Special Committee will recognise
that the people of the Falklands will always be here, and as has been
proven right across the globe many times before “self-determination” is
the only solution that will lead to a permanent, peaceful solution.

Mr Chairman, thank you.



