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* A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning

sovereignty over the Falkland Islands  (Malvinas) (see ST/CS/SER.A/42).
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Mr Chairman, honourable delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee. I am Roger Edwards,





Our ancestors, with all their vat4ed ethnic backgrounds, worked hard to make
our Islands prosperous while retaining and conserving its wildlife and abundant
marine resources for future generations. We are now self-financing and have
been since the late 1980s and we receive no economic aid from Britain nor do
we pay any taxes or levies to the United Kingdom.

In the Falkland Islands we are continuing to develop our economy and unique
society. We are an Island population and as such strive on challenges. Indeed
since 1982 we have grown financially, culturally and with an even greater
determination to forge a bright future.

Britain has retained sovereignty over our beautiful Islands since 1765. Britain
has never relinquished its sovereignty claim over the Islands and, once again,
Falkland Islanders have freely demonstrated their wish to remain British.

The United Kingdom assists us with our foreign affairs and defence. A defence,
I might say, only required because of the 1982 conflict. It is a defence that is
maintained in order to deter any future aggressor. Stories of massive military
build-up in the South West Atlantic are quite frankly just that, stories, not truth.

i

The Republic of Argentina's claim to these Islands, which it bases on the
principle of disruption to its territorial integrity, is without foundation, as the
Islands have never legitimately been administered by, or formed part of, the
sovereign territory of the republic of Argentina.

We would be delighted to have a normal, friendly relationship with all our
neighbours, to freely trade with, work with and discuss things of mutual benefit
- such as the conservation of straddling fish stocks. Instead we are not
recognised nor accepted as a people in our own right.

Indeed, Argentina has done all it can to damage our economy by persuading
Mercosur countries not to permit Falklands' flagged vessels to enter their ports,
by passing legislation which will penalise those who participate in the
Falklands' hydrocarbon industry, and by disrupting cruise ships travelling to the
Falkland Islands. More recently we have learnt of Argentina lobbying in Spain
against the Falkland Islands continued quota free and tariff free access to
Europe post Brexit.

However more recently we have seen under the presidency of Macri, for the
very first time in 36 years, the possible early signs of a new relationship with
our neighbours. In September 2016 a joint communique, issued by the
Argentine and British Governments, gave us hope that some of the sanctions,





and purposes and then to support our wishes to remain an Overseas Territory of
the United Kingdom and to recognise our right to self-determination as is
clearly defined in the various documents I have previously alluded to.

Once again Mr Chairman I thank you for allowing me to speak to this
Committee.
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