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Republic, Timor-Leste, Tunisia and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). Three 

administering Powers, France, New Zealand and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland, participated as observers. Other Member States participa ting as 

observers were Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Belize, Botswana, Brazil, the Gambia, 

Ghana, Haiti, Maldives, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia and Spain.  

7. At the 1st meeting, on 11 May 2022, Menissa Rambally (Saint Lucia) and Gbolié 

Désiré Wulfran Ipo (Côte d’Ivoire) were appointed Vice-Chairs of the seminar, while 

Fred Sarufa (Papua New Guinea) was appointed Rapporteur.  

8. At the same meeting, the seminar adopted its Programme of Work 

(PRS/2022/CRP.2). 

9. The agenda of the seminar was as follows:  

 1. Role of the Special Committee: 

  (a) Defining challenges and opportunities in the Fourth International 

Decade; 

  (b) Promoting action conducive to sustainable development in the 

Territories. 

 2. Perspectives of the administering Powers, the Non-Self-Governing 

Territories and other stakeholders:  

  (a) Political developments in the Non-Self-Governing Territories: 

   (i) In the Pacific region; 

   (ii) In the Caribbean region; 

   (iii) In other regions; 

  (b) Harnessing lessons learned in response to the pandemic towards 

recovery; 

  (c) Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, with 

particular emphasis on health (Goal 3).  

 3. Role of the United Nations system in efforts to assist the Territories in 

accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions. 

 4. Recommendations to achieve decolonization in the Fourth International 

Decade: concrete proposals for the Special Committee.  

 

 

 III. Proceedings of the seminar 
 

 

 A. Opening of the seminar 
 

 

10. On 11 May 2022, Keisha McGuire (Grenada) opened the seminar in her capacity 

as the Chair of the Special Committee.  

11. At the same meeting, the Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Economic 

Development and Youth Economy of Saint Lucia, Philip Joseph Pierre, addressed the 

seminar. 

12. Also at the same meeting, the Secretary-General addressed the seminar via a 

pre-recorded video. 
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 C. Implementation of the Fourth International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism: advancement of the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories through the coronavirus disease 

pandemic and beyond in the Caribbean  
 

 

31. In their concluding observations, the participating members of the Special 

Committee: 

 With regard to the situation in Anguilla,  

 (a) Welcomed the renewed participation of a representative of Anguilla and 

expressed their appreciation for the information provided; 7 

 (b) Took note of the information by the representative with regard to the 

negotiation of a new constitution between the Territory and the administering Power, 

wherein meetings had taken place in November 2019, without conclusion, and had 

been thereafter discontinued until after the general elections in  2020;  

 (c) Noted the statement by the representative that the territorial Government 

was committed to continuing with the constitutional reform process in order to 

improve the level of democratic representation and to have adequate safeguards and 

protections to ensure good governance and promote high standards of integrity in 

public life; 

 (d) Also noted the information regarding the proposed way forward for a 

Constitutional Reform Committee and the desire to receive technical assistance with 

redrafting the Constitution.8 

 With regard to the situation in the British Virgin Islands,  

 (a) Welcomed the participation of a representative of the British Virgin Islands 

in the seminar and expressed their appreciation for the information provided; 9 

 (b) Noted the statement made by the representative that the publication of the 

report of the Commission of Inquiry after the arrest of the former Premier had thrown 

an already reeling society into a tailspin and strengthened calls for direct rule to be 

imposed as recommended in the report and that the sentiment against direct rule had 

been shared by people in the Territory and by the Governments of the States across 

the Caribbean; 

 (c) Also noted the statement made by the representative regarding the frank, 

open and cordial constructive discussions between the ruling and opposition parties 

and stakeholders with the Minister for the Overseas Territories of the United Kingdom 

on the findings and recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry and also his 

statement that, while there were areas of governance to be improved, the territorial 
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Tunisia Nasreddine Naoualia 

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) Leiff Escalona 

 Jorge Arturo Reyes Hernández 

 Juan Echeverría 

States Members of the United Nations  

Algeria Ennadir Larbaoui 

 Toufik Koudri 

 Rafik Kessai 

 Abdelkarim Hamiane 

 Farida Azzi 

Angola João Iambeno Gimolieca 

Argentina Gonzalo Sebastián Mazzeo 

 Maximiliano Javier Alvarez  

Belize Carlos Fuller 

Botswana Miliko Laba 

Brazil Ánuar Nahes 

 Humberto Costa 

Gambia Lang Yabou 

Ghana Felix Nyarku 

Haiti Christopher Pierre 

Maldives Thilmeeza Hussain 

Mexico Carlos Iván Gonzalez 

Morocco 
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Namibia Eusebius Kashindi 

 Nekwaya Iileka 

Spain Pablo Gutiérrez-Segú 

Administering Powers  

France Marine de Carne De Trécesson  

United Kingdom Lesley Saunderson  

 Ayodele Hippolyte  

Non-Self-Governing Territories  

Anguilla Kenneth Hodge 

Bermuda Kathy Lynn Simmons 

 Thomas Christopher Famous 

 Gina Hurst-Maybury 

British Virgin Islands Eliezer Benito Wheatley 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)b Gavin Short 

French Polynesia Engel Raygadas 

Gibraltar Joseph John Bossano 

 Albert Poggio  

Guam Melvin B. Won Pat-Borja 

New Caledonia Mickael Forrest 

Saint Helena Karl Thrower 

Turks and Caicos John J. Malcolm 

Western Sahara  Sidi Mohamed Omar (Frente 

POLISARIO) 

 Mohamed Salec Abdesamad (Frente 

POLISARIO) 

 M’hamed Abba 

 Ghalla Bahiya 

Intergovernmental organizations  

African Union Fatima Kyari Mohammed 

United Nations system  

United Nations Resident Coordinator’s 

Office (Barbados & the Eastern 

Caribbean) 

Lorraine Nicholas  
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Appendix II 
 

  Message of the Secretary-General to the Pacific regional seminar  
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Appendix III 
  Resolution expressing appreciation to the Government and 

the people of Saint Lucia 
 

 

 The participants in the Pacific regional seminar , 

 Having met in Castries from 11 to 13 May 2022 to consider the challenges and 

opportunities in the process of decolonization in today’s world, 

 Having heard an important statement at the opening of the seminar by the Prime 

Minister of Saint Lucia, Philip Joseph Pierre,  

 Taking note of the important statements by the representatives of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories, 

 Express their profound gratitude to the Government and the people of Saint 

Lucia for providing the Special Committee with the facilities necessary for this 

seminar, for the outstanding contribution that they have made to the success of the 

seminar and, in particular, for the very generous and kind hospitality and the warm 

and cordial reception accorded to the participants throughout their stay in Saint Lucia.  
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