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  Caribbean regional seminar on the implementation  
of the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication  
of Colonialism: charting a dynamic course for 
decolonization in commencing the Fourth International 
Decade and in the light of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic, through commitment to mandate, 
collaboration, pragmatism and agility, held in the Parish 
of St. John, Dominica, from 25 to 27 August 2021  
 

 

 I. Introduction 
 

 

1. In its resolution 75/123, the General Assembly declared the period 2021-

2030 the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, and 

called upon Member States to intensify their efforts to continue to implement the 

plan of action for the Second International Decade for the Eradication of 

Colonialism1 and to cooperate with the Special Committee on the Situation with 

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 

to Colonial Countries and Peoples in updating it as necessary, with a view to using 

it as the basis for a plan of action for the Fourth International Decade. 

2. In its resolution 75/122
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 III. Proceedings of the seminar 
 

 

 A. Opening of the seminar 
 

 

10. On 25 May 2021, H.E. Ms.  Keisha McGuire (Grenada) opened the seminar 

in her capacity as the Chair of the Special Committee. 

11. At the same meeting, the Honourable Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

International Business and Diaspora Relations of the Commonwealth of Dominica,  

of Dominica, H.E. Mr. Kenneth Darroux , addressed the seminar. 

12. Also at the same meeting, representative of the Decolonization Unit of the 

Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs read out a message from the 

Secretary-General. 

 

 

 

 B. Statements and discussions3 
 

 

13. At the 1st meeting, on 25 August, under agenda item 1, the Chair made a 

statement. 

/en/decolonization/


https://undocs.org/A/RES/1514%20(XV)
https://undocs.org/en/A/AC.109/2019/19


https://undocs.org/A/RES/1514%20(XV)
https://undocs.org/A/RES/1541%20(XV)


http://www.undocs.org/A/res/1803(XVII)
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 (d) Further noted that, while these plans were paused following rejection 

from the Territories, the same suggestions have consistently surfaced in 

subsequent meetings; 

 (e) Noted the statement by the representative that it is incumbent for 

Territories to stand together and tell their own individual and collective stories;  

 (f) Shared the wish expressed by the representative to see more Territories 

at subsequent events of the Special Committee; 

 (g) Noted the statement by the representative on receiving any possible 

assistance from the United Nations.  

 

With regard to the situation in the British Virgin Islands,  

 (a) Welcomed the participation of a representative of the British Virgin 

Islands in the seminar,  and expressed their appreciation for the statement made 

and the information provided by the Deputy Premier;  

 (b) Noted the statement by the Deputy Premier, in which he stated that the 
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commission's report. The aspirations of the Government and people of the 

Territory 
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 (e) Also noted the information provided by the representative that, over the 

past 40 years, pro-autonomy parties had won all elections, except for the one in 

2004, giving a good indication of the state of opinion in the Territory;  

 (f) Further noted the statement made that work on the nuclear issues 

continued, and the announcements made by the French President such as the 

opening of the archives, compensations of patients as well as a better follow -up of 

compensation claims, especially in the islands;  

 (g) Noted the suggestion made that for next sessions of the Committee, 

access should be limited to petitioners from the Territories in question and also 

noted the reiterated request to remove paragraph 4 of the resolution on French 

Polynesia;  

 (h) Also noted the statement made that the main concerns of the population 

were overcoming the pandemic, economic development, and the improvement of 

their well-being, and that the majority of Polynesians did not think their Territory 

needed to be decolonized.  

 With regard to the situation in New Caledonia:  

 (a) Expressed appreciation to the representative of France, who updated 

the seminar participants on the situation in New Caledonia, in particular with 

regard to the upcoming referendum on self-determination to be held on 12 

December 2021, in accordance with the Nouméa Accord;  

 (b) Noted the information provided that following a meeting in Paris with a 

delegation of political forces from New Caledonia, a document had been submitted 

on the consequences of the yes and no, which was now disseminated in New 

Caledonia to shed light on the elements of choice and the electoral campaign;  

 (c) Also noted the statement made that France was striving to prepare the 

final referendum in � 

cowi
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https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/31/49
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https://undocs.org/en/E/2018/INF/5
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to the Territories, and in that regard a proposal was made that the Committee 

should request the Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chair of the United 

Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination, to encourage active 

interaction between international organizatio
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