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Resolution 2007/1
Changing age structures of populations and their implications
for development

The Commission on Population and Devel opment,

Recalling the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development,® in particular chapter VI on population growth and
structure, and the key actions for the further implementation of the Programme of
Action,2 in particular section Il B on changing age structure and ageing of the
population,

Recognizing that the implementation of the Programme of Action of the
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Recalling the Political Declaration and the Madrid International Plan of Action
on Ageing, 2002,3 General Assembly resolution 58/134 of 22 December 2003 on the
roadmap for the implementation of the Madrid Plan of Action and Assembly
resolutions 59/150 of 20 December 2004, 60/135 of 16 December 2005 and 61/142
of 19 December 2006 on the follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing,

Recalling also the relevant provisions on changing age structures of
populations and their implications for development contained, inter alia, in the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development,4 the Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development,> the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action® and their periodic reviews, and the Durban Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance on 8 September 2001,7

Recalling further the United Nations Millennium Declaration8 and the 2005
World Summit Outcome,®

Recalling General Assembly resolution 60/265 of 30 June 2006 on the follow-
up to the development outcome of the 2005 World Summit, including the
Millennium Development Goals and the other internationally agreed development
goals; and resolution 61/16 of 20 November 2006 on strengthening of the Economic
and Social Council,

Recalling also the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond, 10 General Assembly resolution 60/2 of 6 October 2005 on policies and
programmes involving youth and previous Assembly resolutions related to the rights
of the child,

Recalling further the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS of 2 June 2006,11

Recognizing that all populations of the world are undergoing a historically
unique transition from high levels of fertility and mortality to low levels of fertility
and mortality, known as the demographic transition, which has strong effects on the
age structure of populations, and cognizant of the fact that countries are at different
stages of this transition, with some countries still experiencing high levels of
fertility,

Recognizing also that in the first stage of the demographic transition, when
mortality is falling, the proportion of children increases, that in the second stage,
when both fertility and mortality are falling, the proportion of adults of working age
increases, and that in the third stage, when fertility and mortality reach low levels,
only the proportion of older persons increases,
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9. Reaffirms the Dakar Framework for Action on Education for All17
adopted at the World Education Forum in 2000, and underlines the importance of
the Education for All partnership as a tool to achieve the Millennium Devel opment
Goal of universal primary education by 2015;

10. Calls upon Governments to take action to create an enabling environment
at all levels to increase labour market participation, including special efforts to raise
the participation of women, older persons, youth and disadvantaged groups, such as
the long-term unemployed and persons with disabilities, in order to reduce the risk
of exclusion or dependency in later life;

11. Sresses the importance of fully mobilizing the active population through
family-friendly policies that support parent
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their older members, taking into account the need to ensure that women and girls are
not disproportionately burdened,;

18. Recalls the worldwide need to expand educational opportunities in the
field of geriatrics and gerontology for all health professionals who work with older
persons and to improve information and training for health professionals and para-
professionals on the needs of older persons, and in this context acknowledges the
need to enhance international cooperation;

19. Urges Governments to promote healthy living at all ages and in all
spheres of health, including sexual and reproductive health, in particular the
improvement of maternal, child and adolescent health, and efforts to reduce
maternal and child mortality, and to take steps to prepare health-care systems to
meet the challenges posed by changing age structures;

20. Notes








