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COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Fiftieth session3-7 April 2017

H.E. Ambassador Alya Ahmed Saif-Ahani
Chair of the50" session of th€ommission on Population and Development

and
Permanent Representative of State of Qatato the United Nations

A. Background

The Commission on Population and Development helitsession in New York from &
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development. The topic was consideretinn reports of the Secretafgeneralbprepared fothe sessionn
plenarystatementsnadeby Member States and the discussion on the draft resolution

Across the boardhe 50" session of the Commission on Population and Developemephasizé that
taking account othangingpopulationage structurgas part otlevelopmenplanningis essentiafor
achieving the5oals and targets of 2930 Agenddor Sustainable Devefonent including the eradication
of poverty Thereportsof the Secretarfseneraldocumengédthe changes taking place in the age
distribution of human populations. @mlobalscale, theechangesncludeadecline in thenumberof
children and youtais D SURSRUWLRQ RI W KdlaliRid B&GdaliveE s of h@dking Q
agepopulation,and rapid growtlin the share oblderpersons In light of these changes, which inevitably
accompany the transitionvardlonger lives and smaller fati@s, the reportslraw attention t@ range of
policiesthat can contributeo sustainable developmentgeneralndto the eradication opovertyin
particular(SDG targetl.1).

For countries with high levels of fertility and youthful populatiordjgeesrecommendech the reports
include ensuringuniversal access to sexual and reproductive health servicegdrget3.7), upholding
reproductive rightstarget5.6), eliminating harmful practices, such &sld, early and forcedharriage
(target5.3), andexparing investments in human capital



