
 
Resolution 2012/1 
  Adolescents and youth



Development Goals”,17 and the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, 

 Reaffirming that development is a central goal in itself and 
that sustainable development in its economic, social and 
environmental aspects constitutes a key element of the 
overarching framework of United Nations activities, 

 Acknowledging the largest generation of adolescents and 
youth ever in history and cognizant that different demographic 
trends and age structures directly impact their lives and have 
various impacts on development, depending on circumstances in 
each country, and on the size of investments required to ensure the 
health and development of current and future generations, and 
recognizing the evolving capacities, needs, contributions and 
challenges of adolescents and youth, and that classifications and 
definitions of age groups vary in accordance with each country’s 
national legislation, 

 Recognizing that the ways in which young people are able to 
address their aspirations and challenges and fulfil their potential 
will influence current social and economic conditions and the 
well-being and livelihood of future generations, and stressing the 
need for further efforts to promote the interests of youth, including 
the full enjoyment of their human rights, inter alia, by supporting 
young people in developing their potential and talents and tackling 
obstacles facing youth, 

 Recognizing also that the full implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development and the key actions for its further 
implementation, including those related to sexual and reproductive 
health and reproductive rights, which would also contribute to the 
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, as well as 
those on population and development, education and gender 
equality, is integrally linked to global efforts to eradicate poverty 
and achieve sustainable development, and that population 
dynamics are all-important for development, 

 Recognizing further that adolescents and youth in all 
countries are a major resource for development and key agents for 
social change, economic development and technological 
innovation, and that further progress for development requires the 
full and effective participation of young people and youth-led 
organizations at the international, regional, national and local 
levels, 

 Recognizing that the international community has been 
challenged by multiple and interrelated crises, including the 
ongoing impact of the financial and economic crisis, volatile 
energy and food prices, and ongoing concerns over food security, 
as well as the increasing challenges posed by climate change and 
the loss of biodiversity, all of which have increased vulnerabilities 
and inequalities and have adversely affected development gains, in 
particular in developing countries, and calling for enhanced 
cooperation and concerted action to address those challenges, 
taking into account the positive role that education can play in that 
respect, 

                                                 
 17 See General Assembly resolution 65/1. 







 Recalling that the Programme of Action requires for its full 
implementation adequate and sustained mobilization and 
availability of resources at the international and national levels, as 
well as new and additional resources for developing countries 
from all available funding mechanisms, including multilateral, 
bilateral and private sources, and that Governments are not 
expected to meet the goals and objectives of the Programme of 
Action single-handedly, and expressing concern that funding 
levels do not meet current needs, 

 Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on 
adolescents and youth20 and on monitoring of population 
programmes, focusing on adolescents and youth,21 and taking 
note also of the report of the Secretary-General on the flow of 
financial resources for assisting in the implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development,22 

                                                

 1. Reaffirms the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development3 and the key actions 
for its further implementation;4 

 2. Also reaffirms its strong commitment to the full 
implementation of the Programme of Action and the key actions 
for its further implementation agreed at the five-year review of the 
Programme of Action, and the Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development and its Programme of Action;23 

 3. Further reaffirms the sovereign right of each country to 
implement recommendations of the Programme of Action or other 
proposals in the present resolution, consistent with national laws 
and development priorities, with full respect for the various 
religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its 
people, and in conformity with universally recognized 
international human rights; 

 4. Calls upon Governments, in formulating and 
implementing national development plans, budgets and poverty 
eradication strategies, to prioritize actions to address challenges 
relating to the impact of population dynamics on poverty and 
sustainable development, keeping in mind that universal 
reproductive health-care services, commodities and supplies, as 
well as information, education, skill development, national 
capacity-building for population and development, and transfer of 
appropriate technology and know-how to developing countries are 
essential for achieving the Programme of Action, the Beijing 
Platform for Action14 and the Millennium Development Goals; 

 5. Also calls upon Governments, considering the 
development situation in each country, to promote both 
intergenerational equity and solidarity by taking into account the 
implications of the changing age structures of the population in 
medium- and long-term development planning and by considering 
the age-related consequences of social and economic policies, and 

 
 20 E/CN.9/2012/4. 
 21 E/CN.9/2012/5. 
 22 E/CN.9/2012/6. 
 23 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 

March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.8), chap. I, 
resolution 1, annexes I and II. 







inclusive job creation, improved employability, skill development 
and vocational training to meet specific labour market needs of 
youth, including young migrants, and increased entrepreneurship, 
including the development of networks of young entrepreneurs at 
the international, regional, national and local levels, which foster 
knowledge among young people about their rights and 
responsibilities in society, and in this regard request donors, 
specialized United National entities and the private sector to 
continue to provide assistance, including technical and funding 
support, as required; 

 20. Encourages Member States to meet the needs and 
aspirations of youth, particularly in the areas of education, work, 
income creation and citizen participation, through, inter alia, 
training programmes that result from dialogue between 
Governments, employers and employees of various sectors of the 
economy, as appropriate; 

 21. Calls upon Member States to ensure the right to 
education of good quality for women and girls, on an equal basis 
with men and boys, and that they complete a full course of 
primary education, and to renew their efforts to improve and 
expand the education of girls and women at all levels, including at 
the secondary and higher levels, as well as vocational education 
and technical training, in order to, inter alia, achieve gender 
equality, the empowerment of women and poverty eradication; 

 22. Urges Member States to increase efforts to improve the 
quality of education and to promote universal access to education, 
without discrimination on any basis, to ensure that adolescents and 
youth can acquire the knowledge, capacities, skills and ethical 
values needed, including through appropriate access to 
scholarships and other mobility programmes; 

 23. Urges Governments and the international community to 
ensure that young people, on an equitable and universal basis, 
enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 
by providing them with access to sustainable health and social 
services without discrimination, by paying special attention to 
nutrition, including eating disorders and obesity, prevention of 
non-communicable and communicable diseases, promotion of 
sexual and reproductive health, and mental health, and by 
supporting measures to prevent sexually transmitted diseases, 
including HIV and AIDS, to reduce road traffic fatalities and 
injuries, to prevent tobacco and illicit drug use and the harmful 
use of alcohol, and to encourage sports and recreation as well as 
the removal of all types of barriers to the ability of adolescents 
and youth to protect their health; 

 24. Also urges Governments to strengthen basic 
infrastructure, human and technical resources, and the provision of 
health facilities so as to improve health systems, particularly for 



 25. Recognizes the rights, duties and responsibilities of 
parents and other persons legally responsible for adolescents to 
provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the 
adolescent, appropriate direction and guidance on sexual and 
reproductive matters, and that countries must ensure that the 
programmes and attitudes of health-care providers do not restrict 
the access by adolescents to appropriate services and the 
information they need, including on sexually transmitted 
infections and sexual abuse, and recognizes that in doing so, and 
in order to, inter alia, address sexual abuse, these services must 
safeguard the right of adolescents to privacy, confidentiality, 
respect and informed consent, respecting cultural values and 



that they are able to exercise free and informed reproductive 



adolescent and youth development agenda and to strengthen 
international cooperation and the exchange of information on 
effective policies, programmes and activities as a matter of 
priority; 

 35. Underlines the central role of the global partnership for 
development and the importance of goal 8 in achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, and recognizes that without 
substantial international support, several of the goals are likely to 
be missed in many developing countries; 

 36. Encourages Governments and development partners to 
bring their investments in reproductive health in line with the 
revised cost estimates presented by the Secretary-General for each 
of the four programme components identified in chapter XIII of 
the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development,24 calls upon Governments of both 
developed and developing countries to make every effort to 
mobilize the required resources to ensure that the health, 
development and human rights-related objectives of the 
Programme of Action are met, and urges Governments and 
development partners to cooperate closely to ensure that resources 
are used in a manner that ensures maximum effectiveness and is in 
full alignment with the needs and priorities of developing 
countries; 

 37. Urges Governments to monitor their progress towards 
the implementation of the Programme of Action, the key actions 
for its further implementation and other internationally agreed 
development goals at the national and local levels, and in this 
regard, to make special efforts to strengthen their vital registration 
and health information systems, and to develop the capacity of 
relevant national institutions and mechanisms to generate 
population data, disaggregated by sex, age and other categories, as 
needed, to monitor the well-being of adolescents and youth, and to 
use these data for the formulation and implementation of 
population and development policies; 

 38. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, within the 
framework of the implementation of the Programme of Action, the 
substantive work on adolescents and youth, including integrating 
gender and age perspectives, and other relevant perspectives, into 
analyses and recommendations, in collaboration and coordination 
with relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, 
and other relevant international organizations, and giving due 
consideration to their implications for development and poverty 
eradication, and sustained, equitable and inclusive economic 
growth. 

 

                                                 
 24 See E/CN.9/2012/6, sect. V. 


