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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Estonia 10 the United Nations Office anc!
the other International Organisations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office:
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and in response to the latter’s letter of
17 January 2008, concerning the questionnaire to I\jlember States prepared b(y the:

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, pursuant tc
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Contribution of the Republic of Estonia to the Office of the United Nations High
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Preparatory Committee of the Durban Review Conference.

Core Questions

Estonia considers the combat against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance very important. Taking into account the demographic and societal
environment in Estonia, Estonia implements the Durban Declaration and Plan of
Action in the framework of general measures for protection of human rights and

human dignity.

As a general measure constitutional equality has been guaranteed in Estonia

(Canstitutinn_nfbe Benuhlic af Fstonia artigle 12)

Relevant provisions to combat Racism and Xenophobia can be found in articles 151-

155 of the Penal Code.

Even though the Penal Code does not explicitly include racial motivation among the
circumstances that should increase punishment, the so-called ‘base motive’ (article 58

subparagraph 1) may be interpreted as such.

In 2006 article 151 of the Penal Code was amended. Since 16 July 2006 the amended
provision of the Penal Code penalises incitement to discriminate and provides for
liability for legal persons. Attention has been given, during last years, to the necessity

to combat hate speech in the Internet and other media.

In 2007 there were no criminal investigations commenced by the Police on the basis
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Taking into account the above-mentioned information, there are no practical examples

in the field of criminal law.

Among the extra-judicial institutions whose task is to guarantee the protection of
constitutional rights and freedoms, the Chancellor of Justice, acting as an

Ombudsman, and the Commissioner for Gender Equality should be mentioned.
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Annex

1.
a) Equal treatment in courts is guaranteed by articles 9 and 12 of the Constitution and

the codes of court procedures.
b) Under articles 11, 13, 16 et seqq of the Constitution as well as under article 291
and articles 118-122 ef seqq of the Penal Code violent treatment is prohibited and

punishable.
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does not apply; activity against Estonian constitutional order is prohibited.
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13. Incitement to racial and other types of hatred is punishable. Measures have been
enforced to restrain hate speech on the internet, including the statements expressing
discriminatory intolerance and to decrease the anonymity of such expressions, which

on the one hand disciplines the authors of the expressions and on the other hand

enables to impose liability pursuant to law in case of offences.
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24.-25. In Estonia the number or asylum-seekers and refugees is insignificant. In
1997-2005 four persons were granted the refugee status and ten persons received

subsidiary protection status.

According to the Law on Granting International Protection to Aliens article 73

finding housing and obtaining social and health services. According to Article 75
paragraph 1 of the same law, during his or her stay in Estonia, a person enjoying
international protection has the right to receive state pensions, family benefits,
employment services and employment subsidies, social benefits and other assistance
on the same grounds provided by legislation as permanent residents of Estonia. His or
her family member to whom a residence permit has been issued on the basis of the
same law as to a person enjoying international protection has all the same rights

(Article 75 paragraph 7).

26. The population of Romas in Estonia is relatively small: 588 persons (according to
the survey conducted in 2005).

There are two cultural societies of Romas: Roma Society of Northern Estonia (in
Tallinn) and Young Estonian Roma Culture Centre (in V3ru). Romas have received

financial support within the framework of State Integration Programme.

27. There have been no Anti -Semitic, Islamophobic and Anti-Roma incidents or

crimes registered.

28. The Government approved by its order of 26 January 2006 the Development Plan
for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, which points out the strategic objectives

in combating trafficking in human beings and stipulates the primary measures and



