UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUMN

Draft Opening Statement ECOSOC Vice President

H.E. Mr. Maged A. Abdelaziz, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the United Nations

Africa Regional Preparatory Meeting
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

25 March 2012

Honourable Ministers,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning — and welcome to this ECOSOC Regional Preparatory Meeting for Africa.

At the outset,



focus on productivity, growth and employment could not be more important — without
them, our goals of raising living standards and creating more and better opportunities
for our people, especially our youth, is surely unattainable.

Encouragingly, here in Africa there is much to celebrate... because evidence points to a
continent on the move...

A continent witnessing transformative economic growth rates, showing noticeable
commercial vibrancy, and offering tremendous opportunities in the horizon.

A continent more integrated in the world economy through partnerships more diverse
than ever before.

Over the past decade, six of the world’s ten fastest-growing countries were African. In
eight of those past 10 years, Africa as a whole grew faster than even East Asia. And
despite a slowdown among rich economies this year, Africa is expected to continue to
grow by at least 5% in 2012, again similar to Asia.

Banking, retailing, telecommunications and construction are booming. Private
investment inflows are also on the rise. The Annual flow of foreign direct investment to
the continent increased from 9 billion US dollars in 2000 to more than 65 billion in 2008.

In the last ten years GNI per capita growth in Sub-Saharan Africa reached around 60%,
compared to only 17% in the previous decade.

This is just a snapshot of Africa’s recent achievements ... but it tells a story of undeniable
success.

Still, of course, there is also plenty to fret about.

Despite the emergence of a new middle class, for many Africans living below the
poverty line — the majority of the continent’s one billion people — disease and hunger
remain a major challenge. Economic growth is clearly trickling down, but not fast
enough



slow and uneven. Take child mortality: for every 1,000 children, 118 will die before their
fifth birthday. Two decades ago, the figure was 165, not much higher.

Clearly, our work remains anything but finished. Scaling-up progress will also require far
more — and far better — international coordination. The United Nations is a good place
to start.

As Vice-President of the UN Economic and Social Council proudly representing Africa, |
would like to briefly tell you something about the Council’s role in this regard and how
today’s meeting will feed into the Council’s work.

For over 60 years, ECOSOC has served as the principle global forum where nations
assemble to collectively address global development challenges. Its strength has always
been its broad representation — a place for countries large and small alike to voice their
concerns and seek solutions to common problems. Since 2007, ECOSOC’s substantive
session has featured the Annual Ministerial Review, and the Development Cooperation
Forum - held every two years, drawing high-level policymakers from government and
others to discuss a specific global challenge and review progress towards the
Millennium Development Goals. This year, the issue being considered is productive
capacity, employment and decent work and inclusive growth.

A topic of vital importance tackled at a timely moment. It is not a secret that the
uprisings and revolutions the North of this continent witnessed last year, including in my
own country Egypt, were triggered not only by a yearning for more freedom and
democracy but also by a longing for more and better jobs, stronger economic inclusion
and social justice. These developments further accentuate the significance of this year’s
AMR.

The 2012 AMR will be divided into three main elements:

First, National Voluntary Presentations, where nine developed and developing countries
will offer case studies and lessons-learned from their recent development experiences.

Secondly, Country-led Regional Consultations, which offer a broader look at the latest
employment trends in each region.







development among women, young people and other marginalized groups in the
region?



