
The 54-member Economic and Social Council serves as the central forum for discussing international economic and social issues, and for 
formulating policy recommendations addressed to Member States and to the United Nations. Its makes or initiates studies and reports; 
makes recommendations on international economic, social, cultural, educational, health and related matters; and promotes respect for, and 
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms. Subsidiary bodies, commissions and committees of ECOSOC carry out its year-
round work.
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ECOSOC will hold its 2009 Substantive Session 

(6-31 July 2009) at the Palais des Nations in      
Geneva.  

http://www.un.org/ecosoc/about/members.shtml
http://www.un.org/docs/ecosoc/
http://www.un.org/docs/ecosoc/
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Side Events 
 
ü A number of side-events are being organized for the Hig
  

Eight Ministerial Roundtable Breakfasts which are being org
agencies/organizations/offices in the mornings of 7, 8 and 9 
of global public health and development, including on mater
Non communicable Diseases, AIDS vaccines, migration and he

Thematic Debate  
 

ü   The Thematic Debate will focus on “Current global and
social development, including health”.  DESA Under-Secre
introduce the main report.  The segment will feature two ro
on “Social trends and emerging challenges and their impac
“Trends in aid and aid effectiveness in the health sector”. 

Annual Ministerial Review  
 
ü    At the Annual Ministerial Review, from 6 to 8 July, eig
progress they have made towards the goals and targets of th
Agenda. The Ministerial deliberations will address the ques
public health. Ministers and other high-level officials from 
Development Cooperation, Economic Planning and Health 
countries are expected to attend. Council President, Sylvie L
Ki-moon will open the event. DESA Under-Secretary-Gene
main report on global public health.  

Policy Dialogue  
 
ü Executive heads of the international financial and trade
afternoon of day one with a policy dialogue on the state of 
implications for the achievement of the United Nations Dev
which will be moderated by DESA Under-Secretary-Gener
Supachai Panitchpakti, Secretary-General of UNCTAD, Pa
the World Trade Organization, Murilo Portugal, Deputy M
Joy Phumaphi, Vice President for Human Development at t

ü At the 2009 High-level Segment (6-9 July 2009), to be 
participants representing governments, multilateral organiz
private sector and academia will assess and recommend how
financial crisis can maintain and accelerate its commitment
the MDGs are achieved. An opening plenary session will fe
President Sylvie Lucas, United Nations Secretary-General B
Swiss Confederation, Hans-Rudolf Merz. Keynote addresse
Asselborn, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Af
Duchy of Luxembourg; Urmas Paet, Foreign Minister of th
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ü The Global Preparatory Meeting held on 31 March 2009
key issues which require urgent action by Ministers during t
(AMR). It provided an opportunity to (1) Assess the state of
Nations Development Agenda in the area of global public he
world financial crisis on health systems, and (3) Explore the
in a post-conflict environment. 

 
During the first morning session, the Council took stock on 
international health goals. It was highlighted that the use of 
allowed developing countries to decrease their child mortali
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Jamaica. The event was hosted by the Government of Jamaica and drew together 103 delegates 
from ministers and high-level representatives from the health, education, labour and economic 
planning sectors. Governments, as well as international organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and the private sector were represented. Participants took stock of the progress 
made in controlling HIV in the region; analyzed the main obstacles in achieving further 
successes; and discussed ways of making further advances in the prevention, treatment, care 
and support of HIV, towards the achievement of the HIV-related MDGs.  

A number of key messages emerged from the presentations and discussions. Firstly, addressing 
HIV is central to public health, socio-economic development and human security. Secondly, 
current investments in HIV must be maintained and/or increased, with a focus on integrated 
development approaches. Thirdly, prevention of HIV infection is a critical component in 
reversing the HIV epidemic. Significant increases will be required in prevention coverage, 
particularly in health education, especially among most-at-risk population and youth. Fourthly
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III – ECOSOC PUBLICATION 

ü  This book presents the key debates that took 
place during the Special Event on Philanthropy 
and the Global Public Health Agenda, at which 
top executives and philanthropy leaders discussed 
with ECOSOC Members and other partners ways 
to strengthen partnerships towards achieving the 
health Millennium Goals (MDGs) in the areas of 
maternal and girls’ health and neglected tropical 
diseases. 
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