


GRAND-DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG 

Representation permanente aupres 
des Nations Unies 

Excellency, 

New York, 17 May 2016 

I very much welcome the constructive spirit with which Member States have engaged in 

our meetings of the Intergovernmental Negotiations on Security Council reform (IGN) this 

session covering all five key issues set out in General Assembly Decision 62/557. 

As indicated over the last months, and set out at the end of the meeting on 2 May, I have 

been reviewing how best to follow up on the substantive convergences that have emerged from 

our meetings on the two key issues of the relationship between the Council and the General 
Assembly, and the size of an enlarged Security Council and working methods of the Council. 

To that end, I have been studying carefully the statements made by Member States on 3 
and 22 February and the positions and proposals of Member States reflected in the text and its 

annex circulated by the President of the General Assembly in his letter dated 31 July 2015 on 

these issues. 

The attached elements paper attempts to reflect the main elements of convergence that 

emerged from our discussions on these issues and will help us to build on the informal meetings 

held during the session, as well as on the positions and proposals of Member States reflected in 

the above-mentioned text and its annex, as mandated by the General Assembly. 

We will hold a meeting of the IGN on 1 June 2016 at lOam in Conference Room 2, to 

have a substantive discussion on the elements paper. There will be no formal list of speakers. 

While this elements paper covers solely the two key issues of the relationship between 
the Council and the General Assembly, and the size of an enlarged Security Council and working 

methods of the Council, we remain mindful of the comprehensive nature of the reform of the 

Security Council, encompassing all five key issues set out in General Assembly Decision 62/557. 

In order to move the reform process forward, I encourage Member States to engage 
further in genuine dialogue with one another and to undertake the hard work needed to bridge 

diverging positions on all key issues of Security Council reform, including the more difficult key 

issues of categories of membership, regional representation and the question of the veto. 
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I look forward to your continued constructive participation in our discussions on 1 June. 

As always, in the lead up to our meeting, my door remains open to all. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observers to the 
United Nations 
New York 

~cM 
--------­Sylvie Lucas 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiations 

on Security Council Reform 
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Elements of convergence on two key issues of Security Council reform: 
the relationship between the Council and the General Asse,mbly, and the size 

of an enlarged Security Council and working methods of the Council 

The following elements of convergence have emerged from the posltrons and 

proposals of Member States presented in the informal meetings held in the seventieth 

session of the General Assembly and reflected in the text and its annex circulated by 

the President of the General Assembly in his letter dated 31 July 2015, on the key 

issues of "the relationship between the Council and the General Assembly" and "size 

of an enlarged Security Council and working methods of the Council": 

Relationship between the Council and the General Assembly 

• The relationship between the Security Council and the General Assembly 

should be mutually reinforcing and complementary, in accordance with and 

with full respect for their respective functions, authority, powers and 

competencies as enshrined in the Charter. In this regard, it is important to: 

o Ensure increased cooperation, coordination and the exchange of 

information among the Presidents of the Security Council and of the 

General Assembly and also with the Secretariat of the United Nations, in 

particular the Secretary-General, 

o Continue the practice of regular meetings between the President 
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• While recognising the ongomg efforts of the Council towards keeping its 

working methods under consideration in its regular work, with a view to 
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