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Summary of the Special Event in the UNGA Second Committee  

mandated by resolution 67/212 

 

Background 

 

1. A joint briefing was undertaken by UNEP, WIPO, UNESCO, UNCTAD, secretariat of 

the Convention on Biological Diversity and the International Treaty on Plant and 

Genetic Resources, through one of the special events   of the second committee of 

the UN General Assembly on 30
th

 October 2013, to follow up on UNGA resolution 

67/212. The briefing on the theme “implementation of the objectives of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, including actions undertaken to promote access 
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obligation to share benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources as well 

as subsequent applications and commercialization in a fair and equitable way. 

Benefit-sharing is to be arranged through the establishment of mutually agreed 

terms between the user seeking access and the provider. The Nagoya Protocol 

contains a number of provisions concerning compliance, including the obligation to 

comply with ABS legislation and mutually agreed terms, and the obligation to 

monitor the utilization of genetic resources. The Protocol also provides for 

checkpoints and the internationally recognized certificate of compliance as tools that 

can help monitor the use of genetic resources throughout supply chains and provide 

evidence that prior informed consent has been obtained and that mutually agreed 

terms have been established. 

 

Twenty-five countries have ratified or acceded to the Protocol as of 28 October 

2013; fifty ratifications/accessions are required for the Protocol to enter into force. 

Many countries are taking the necessary steps to ratify the Protocol so more 

ratifications are expected in the coming months. Progress towards entry into force 

can also be seen in a number of ongoing activities, including capacity-building 

projects supported by the Global Environment Facility; development of the ABS 

Clearing-House; and the publication of awareness-raising materials. Furthermore, 

the third meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Nagoya Protocol, 

which is preparing for the entry into force of the Protocol, will be held from 24-28 

February 2014 in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. The CBD Secretariat is confident 

that the Protocol will receive the fifty ratifications it needs in order to enter into 

force in time for the first meeting of the Parties to the Protocol to be held 

concurrently with the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
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cultural expressions.  The WIPO General Assembly in 2014 will, with a view to 

finalizing the text(s) within the 2014-2015 biennium, take stock of and consider the 

text(s) and progress made, and decide on convening a Diplomatic Conference.  The 

WIPO IGC has also overseen the development by the WIPO Secretariat of a range of 

practical resources (such as databases and guides) which assist Member States, 

indigenous peoples, local communities and non-governmental organizations to 

better understand and manage the relationship between intellectual property and 

traditional knowledge and genetic resources.   

 

12. The negotiations at WIPO and WIPO’s practical resources could contribute 

usefully to implementation of Article 8(j) of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
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15. UNDP is working with governments and stakeholders in developing countries 

that already have a policy framework in place for ABS in order to assist them in 
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achieving the target on this issue that was adopted at eleventh meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention; the relevance of mainstreaming 

biodiversity into the post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable 

Development Goals, which could also contribute to addressing social and economic 

issues; the interaction between biological and cultural diversity; the need for 

sustainable land management and restoration of degraded ecosystems for achieving 

food security and a number of the Aichi Targets; issues of cross-border communities 

and genetic resources; the protection of traditional knowledge in light of existing 

intellectual property frameworks and ongoing discussions in this area; the 

development under the CBD of a plan of action for customary sustainable use of 

biodiversity that aims to safeguard biocultural values and use of biodiversity by 

indigenous and local communities; and the interaction among different United 

Nations agencies working on biodiversity-related issues, including among the three 

Rio Conventions. The effectiveness of joint endeavours of the CBD and UNCCD 

through their liaison arrangements in New York in advocacy and outreach such as 

through the Special Event was also  flagged It was also suggested that mapping how 

biodiversity is addressed in different UN processes would assist in understanding of 

this subject. The issue of future GA discussion to encompass the problematic and 

threats to biodiverisity to better protect it was also raised 

 

The presentations can be found at:  

 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/68/sideevents.shtml  

And  

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=511&me

nu=23 

 


