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The world today is characterized by climate change and species loss that are accelerating at an 

unprecedented and alarming rate. Natural disasters are more frequent and significant in scale, as are the 

collapses of ecosystems. 





such as certifications (independent-third party endorsements of environmental practices, which can drive 

consumer behavior) and optics (the marketing and public relations benefits of corporate social 

responsibility). 

The creation of enabling conditions to promote investments in NBS is essential. It can be done by 

creating clear regulatory drivers, attracting private capital with positive environmental impacts and 

financial returns, and empowering entrepreneurs to identify and start these projects.  

Regarding regulatory drivers, legislation requires mitigation of certain environmental impacts and 

encouraging the use of natural systems to meet pollution reduction obligations. 

With regard to private capital, it should be noted that there is available untapped investment capital 

from socially conscious investors seeking out investments that align with their values, including green 

infrastructure and nature-based solutions. To help leverage this opportunity, governments can document 

and disseminate information about existing green infrastructure projects, providing additional datapoints 

about their impact to help make environmental outcomes more predicable; engage international 

investors and educate them about local opportunities and key partners, like certain governments already 

do for investors in other industries; and offer blended finance to allow projects to be tested in developing 

countries. 

Empowering entrepreneurs to identify and start these projects is critical. This can be achieved by 

involving local experts because nature-based solutions must be tailored to the specific site, partnering 

with local experts is essential to success, whether those experts are private partners or government 

employees. Building local support is also important as successful projects secure buy-in from the local 

community, which shares in the environmental and economic benefits.  

 

Key messages: 

The presentations from panelists were followed by interventions from Member States. The main 

messages that emerged from the floor are as follows:  

¶ Ensuring the health of the planet remains essential in achieving the SDGs, as loss of nature drives 

climate change, biodiversity collapse, and poverty, among others. It is therefore critical to protect 

the remaining ecosystems, and tackle climate change and biodiversity loss together.  

¶ NBS play a crucial role in fighting climate change, biodiversity loss, water and food shortages, 

soil degradation, deforestation etc. They have the potential to cost-effectively deliver up to a 

third of the climate mitigation required by 2030. 

¶ Political commitment and public mobilization are essential for the implementation of NBS.  

¶ The recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Special Report on Climate, 

Desertification and Land degradation noted that land is both a source and sink of GHGs and plays 

a key role in the exchange of energy, water and aerosols between the land surface and 

atmosphere. Sustainable land management can contribute to the reduction of the negative 

impact of multiple stressors, including climate change. 

¶ Addressing climate change, however, goes beyond NBS. It is also crucial to transform energy mix 

and the way economies work.  



¶ It is important to recognize the cross-cutting nature of environment and economic issues as NBS 

can help create new jobs and promote economic growth through new products and services 

that enrich the natural capital rather than exhaust it.   

¶ 


