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Objective 

At the midpoint of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
the global realities of 2023 are stark. The impact of climate change is felt everywhere. 
Armed conflict is endangering people’s lives on every continent. Many of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and targets are off track. Although technological development and 
innovation are bringing the potential to better lives, they also come with risks threatening 
serious harms if not properly managed. In the rapid-pace environment, new 
interpretations emerge of what the core concept of development entails. 

The side event aims to discuss two distinct aspects of a new interpretation of global 
development. 

The first panel will spotlight the transformative potential of digital technologies, including 
data and AI, as catalysts for accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It 
will assess their significance for developing and least developed countries, and explore 
the role of emerging digital technologies in promoting economic inclusion, reducing 



growth. Finally, it could help advance ambition and consultations of the Committee as 
well as the 2024 Summit of the Future. 

Panel 1. Leveraging digital economies for accelerated sustainable development 

In today’s rapidly evolving world, the intersection of economies and emerging 



The simultaneous challenges with which the world is grappling have ignited a broad 
rethinking of business-as-usual practices in evaluating the wellbeing of people and planet. 
This is also reflected in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Our Common 
Agenda. 

To achieve the targets that we have set to address the triple planetary crisis and other 


