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 of Persons in the Event of Disasters, let me begin  by 

commending the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Eduardo Vale ncia-Ospina for his excellent work on this topic.  

 

My Delegation agrees that the core principles of so vereignty, non-intervention and the requirement of State 

consent must be considered in the light of the resp onsibilities of a State, and that the work of the C ommission 

on the topic should ensure the attainment of proper  balance of those principles. It is important to em phasize, 

however, that it is the Government of an affected S tate that is in the best position to determine the severity of 

a disaster situation and the limits of its national  response capacity, and to consider the need to see k external 

assistance. 

 

Furthermore, it is essential that we do not undermi ne the actual practice of States, including Indones ia, 

which, when dealing with major disasters have alway s promptly chosen to work with the international 

community. Indonesia, as a country that is vulnerab le to disasters, has enacted a law on disaster 

management. The law stipulates that the provision o f external assistances shall respect our political 

independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, l aws and national legislations. 

 

Draft Article 12, on the “Right to offer assistance ”, raises doubts as to whether we need it in the fi rst place. By 

virtue of its sovereignty, and subject to the conse nt of the affected State, any non-affected State co uld provide 

assistance to that affected State at any time that it considers it to be needed. Establishing a right to offer 

assistance is in our view unnecessary. However, we welcome commentary (2) of Article 12 providing 

explanation that there would be no legal duty to as sist nor does it create the obligation for the affe cted state to 

accept it. In our view, this notion should also be viewed in line with commentary (1), (5) and (6) of Article 13, 

upon which the affected state place conditions on p rovision of external assistance, and the affected a nd 

assisting states must both comply with the applicab le national laws of the affected state. 

 

 

 






