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Organization. This was a welcome step toward the much-needed rationalization of the 
work of the Special Committee. It is hoped that other stagnant items on the Committee's 
agenda will be similarly scrutinized 



consideration." What that additional language reflects is a balance between the views of 
those who believe that this issue is no longer appropriate for Committee consideration 
and those who believe that the issue should be kept on the Special Committee's agenda in 
the event of changed circumstances in future. The language reflects a compromise 
which would permit the issue to remain on the agenda (at least for now), while 
dispatching with the need to have the Committee consider it - and have the Secretary­
General produce reports on it -- every year, even though there have been no pertinent 
developments concerning it. 

Accordingly, in the spirit of compromise reflected in the GA resolution, we 
believe that the triennalization of this issue, at a minimum, should be discussed and 
hopefully agreed at the next meeting of the Special Committee. 

On the question of the General Assembly requesting an advisory opinion on the 
use of force from the International Court of Justice, we have consistently stated that the 
United States does not support that proposal. 

With respect to proposals regarding new subjects that might warrant consideration 
by the Special Committee, we continue to be cautious about adding new items to the 
Committee's agenda. While the United States is not opposed in principle to exploring 
new items, it is our position that they should be practical, non-political, and not duplicate 
efforts elsewhere in the UN system. 

In this regard, we refer to the proposals made at the Committee's last meeting to 
have the Committee request the Secretariat to update the 1992 Handbook on the Peaceful 
Settlement of Disputes between States, and to establish a website also also 
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