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expulsion. A paramount obligation for States is to fully respect international human rights 
law and refugee law, while exercising their right to expel an alien from their territory. 

The draft articles before us cover most of the aspects, substantial and procedural, of 
expulsion and identify in a comprehensive manner the obligations of States and the rights 
of those under expulsion. We remain, however, of the opinion that the elaboration of an 
international convention on the basis of the draft articles would not be beneficial. At the 
national and regional level, different sets of rules have progressively emerged, addressing 
the specific challenges faced by the States concerned. A telling example is the European 
Union legislation, transposed by Member States into their domestic legal order, which 
contains stronger provisions on the protection of human rights. Furthermore, at the 
regional level, the European Court of Human Rights has developed over the years an 
important body of case-law, interpreting, in particular, the European Convention's 
provisions on procedural rights and the prohibition of ill-treatment and providing specific 
criteria on how to achieve a fair balance between the right of a State to expel an alien and 
its obligation to respect the human rights of persons under expulsion. 

Therefore, we believe that the issue of the expulsion of aliens should best be addressed 
through regional instruments, tailored to the needs of the countries involved, and the 
case-law of international judicial and quasi-judicial bodies, rather than through the 
adoption of uniform rules at the universal level. In this respect, the draft articles adopted 
by the ILC could serve as a pertinent set of guidelines, assisting States in designing and 
implementing legislative frameworks and developing practices in the field of the 
expulsion of aliens in compliance with their obligations under international law. 

I thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Chapter V: The protection of persons in the event of disasters. 

Mr. Charman, 

Greece would like to thank the Special Rapporteur Professor Eduardo Valencia Ospina 
for his work and his reports on this topic. This endeavour constitutes a valuable 
contribution toward resolving a series of complications which may be present in the 
everyday action and activities of relief workers around the world. 

We also thank the Commission for preparing and making available to States and to 
international organizations the entire set of Draft Articles and its Commentaries thereon. 
Greece will present in detail its views on the Draft Articles by the end of 2015 as 
requested by the Commission. Hence, the present statement will be limited to a few 
preliminary views on Draft Articles 20 (which deals with the relationship of the Draft 
Articles with special and other rules of international law) and 21 ( on their relationship 
with international humanitarian law). 

On Draft Article 20, Greece would welcome a clearer statement in the Commentary 
regarding the application of the Draft Articles in conjunction with any specific treaty 
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prov1s10ns applicable in the event of disasters. It is also our understanding, as the 
Commission points out in the Commentary to Draft Article 20, that any treaty provisions 
dealing directly or indirectly with relief assistance would be applicable hand in hand with 
the present Draft Articles. However, the reference to the lex specialis rule seems to 
suggest that the application of the Draft Articles and the application of any specific treaty 
regime on relief assistance in the event of disasters might also be, in some cases, 
mutually exclusive. We are of the view that notwithstanding the degree of specificity of 
any treaty regime, the provisions of the Draft Articles have an added value per se and 
should remain applicable, filling relevant legal gaps, which seem to be unavoidable, even 
in cases of detailed treaty regimes already in place. In fact we would favour the usage of 
a 'notwithstanding' clause, rather than the 'without prejudice' which is currently used. 

Draft Article 21 refers to the 


