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Mr. Chairman, 

Allow us to express our delegation's appreciation of the work of the ILC and to 
address the topics currently before the committee. 

With regards to the topic of "Protection of the atmosphere", Israel commends the 
Special Rapporteur, Mr. Shinya Murase, for his valuable work on the first report 
which focuses upon introducing the subject, delineating the scope of work and 
identifying basic concepts in this field. 

As a matter of principle, Israel ascribes great importance to the protection of the 
atmosphere. In 2008, the Israeli Parliament passed the 'Clean Air' Law. The purpose 
of this law is to facilitate improvements in air quality and to prevent and reduce air 
pollution in order to protect human life, safeguard their health, enhance quality of life 
and protect the environment. In addition to the aforementioned law, our government 
has worked to regulate emissions from stationary sources such as factories and power 
plants and conditions the grant of business licenses upon compliance with these 
standards. 

With respect to the first report, we share the view that the issue of atmosphere 
protection is an important issue in light of the global problems of air pollution and 
climate change that we currently face. Accordingly, we welcome the decision of the 
Special Rapporteur to focus his work on identifying already existing and emerging 
principles used in the sphere of atmospheric protection. We also agree with the 
Special Rapporteur that non-binding draft guidelines would be the preferred approach 
to address this addr3 3ym
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Israel recalls that there is consensus that the essence of immunity ratione materiae is 
the nature of the acts performed and not the identity of the individual concerned. For 
this reason, it was questioned whether a definition of the beneficiaries of such 
immunity was necessary. Along these lines, Israel supports the approach, also 
reflected in the commentary, that the term "State officials" lines, not t Tj
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