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General 

Jamaica continues to attach considerable importance to the work of the International 
Law Commission (the ILC), bearing in mind the special role played by this body in the 
progressive development and codification of 







relief is to be accepted in the law, this should only happen as a result of extensive deliberations, 
and after States accept the need to create an exception to the rules on the use of force in the 
United Nations Charter. We note that the draft articles helpfully point out in draft Article 19 
that 11the present draft articles are without prejudice to the Charter of the United Nations"; but 
this statement does not unequivocally bar the use of force to provide assistance to States in the 
context of disasters. 

Customary International Law 

Finally, Jamaica views with considerable interest the work of the Commission on the 
Identification of Customary International Law. With reference to the 11 Draft Conclusions 
presented to date by the Special Rapporteur, Jamaica offers the following comments and 
observations: 

(1) We agree that to determine the existence of a rule of customary international law and 
its content, it is necessary to ascertain whether there is a general practice accepted Jamaica of 







rule of customary international law may be drawn from the existence of general practice 
alone. 

(14) Jamaica looks forward to the Special Rapporteur's elaboration of issues relating to 
persistent objection, regional, local and bilateral custom. We are inclined to the view 
that, although the project is about the identification of customary international law, 
some attention will need to be paid to the process of formation of customary rules. 
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