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State oflrag and the Levant (IS)Lhasjolted terrorismback tothe sharp centre of
our attention.The slaughter of children, beheadings and mass executions have

shocked the Sri Lankan peopédong with therest of thanternational community

However we must note that therrendous methods of tH8IL are not novel.
They did not inventterrorist violence andbrutality. They have copied existing
models.Their methodsin fact, are borrowed from the tool kits aftherterrarist
groups of whichcommunitieshave beerwictims previously Sri Lankaknows only

too well, having eyerienced the ruthlessness of the terrorist group, the LIBFE
three decades whidtefined suicide technologyincluding theuse of thesuicide
vest and engagl in mass executions and Kkilling of civilianslt is imperative
therefore that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, committed by
whomever, wherexr and for whatever purposbe condemnedwith equal

vehemenceThere can be no good terrorists. Terroriand its apologists



beensuccessfuin this respect is a cleanisunderstanding. They have copied the
techniques of other terrorist groupdich soeffectively use the media to meet
their objectives, both polital and financial. This includes evething from
inflicting terror on civiliang seducingthe impressionablé& join their ranksand
seeking fundingStates should wortogether pooling their resourcesnd sharing
intelligence to address thisphenomenon. Part of this strategy should eritel
better useof the media to counter and discredit the narrative propagated by terror

groups.

Attempts byany terror groupto associatetself with a particular religion should
also be rejectedSuch cyical efforts only polarize communitiedurther and
generate hatredStatesmust work with credible partners who wield influence
within religious groupsthat they claim to associate wijtto discredit the terror
narrative Attempts by these terror groups foster animosity amongst religious
groups should be confronted with ecumenical initiatives that highlight the
commitment of all the world's religiong resgct fundamental tenetef human
dignity and the right to lifeThe media has a significant rdke play in this respect.
We must also address the seempnomic factors that create a sense of

hopelessness that spawn terrorist sympathisers.



Theexpandingranscontinental reach of terror growgb®uld further strengthehe

call on multilateralism tochallenge this hydra headed monstiegrror groups today

rely on international networks spanning continents to propagate their ideology,
raisefundsand purchase weaponrferrorism is funded by vadgticit enterprises

that encompasgrafficking in drugs, humans, weapgnand money laundering
Without these networksterror groupssimply would not be able to sustain
themselvedor too long One primaryfactor that assiste8ri Lanka's victory over
terrorism in 2009, was the assistance we receivad @or friends in dismantling

key nodal points of the international network of the LTTE that provided the

organization with th@ecessarfinances and weaponry

Sri Lanka believes that the finalization of a WdmprehensiveConvention on
International Terrorismis urgently requiredgiven that such alegal framework

would give clarity to a unified strategy to confrogkobal terrorism. This would
significantly reinforce and advance the norm setting process that has been taking
place within the UN systentt is essential thatompromises b&undto overcome

the deadlock in the AdHoc Committee on Measures to Elimimat Terrorism to

move forward inthe finalization of a Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism. The recent upsurge in terromgtacks around the world should only

reinforce the need for suciHframework.



Sri Lanka reaffirms its commitment to thiN Global CountefTerrorism Strategy
that consolidates the activities of the Member States and presetsnmon

strategic and operational framework to fight terrorema protect the right to life.
We also fully endorse the work of tli@unterTerrorism Committee Executive
Directorde. Our victoryover terrorism gave ussightswhich we would be happy

to



| thank you.



