


As stated in the preamble of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, the recognition of 

the diplomatic status is an ancient tradition which compliance falls within the principles and purposes of 

the United Nations Charter concerning the sovereign equality of States, the maintenance of peace and 

security and the promotion of friendly relations among nations, recognizing, on the other hand, that the 

protection of diplomatic representatives and the inviolability of diplomatic and consular missions are 

granted privileges in order to ensure the effective performance of the functions undertaken by the 

representatives of States. 

Moreover, since crimes against internationally protected persons create a threat to the maintenance of 

normal international relations which are necessary for cooperation among States, the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic 

Agents, states that Parties must cooperate in order to prevent crimes against any representative or official 

of an intergovernmental organization, as well as against the respective premises. 

Mr. Chairman, 

CELAC strongly condemns acts of violence against diplomatic and consular missions and representatives, 

as well as against missions and representatives of international intergovernmental organizations and 

officials of such organizations, and emphasizes that such acts can never be justified. 

The dramatic events that have taken place in recent years remind us that the role of representing a State 

implies a risk to those of us who perform it; these unfortunate tragedies that have caused loss of human 

lives, should prompt us to redouble our efforts to ensure that the protection and safety of diplomatic and 

consular representatives, as well as diplomatic and consular Missions, is a priority for all. 

The Community lends its support to initiatives that aim at enhancing the protection and safety of 

diplomatic and consular representatives, representatives and officials of intergovernmental organizations 

and of the respective premises that duly takes into consideration international law, the common practice 

of States and the relevant domestic norms. 

CELAC countries express their solidarity with the victims the o9934  Tm
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