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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The United States very much welcomes the initiatives that the Secretary-General has 
launched with respect to sexual exploitation and sexual abuse by UN peacekeeping personnel 
military, police, and civilian. As President Obarna stated in his September 28 Memorandum to 
the Heads of all U.S. Government Departments and Agencies on the subject of U.S. support for 
UN Peace Operations: "The United States fully supports the thenkf Td
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Sexual Exploitation and Abuse by UN personnel and supports aggressive action by the Secretary 
General to root it out of peacekeeping, including by strengthening mechanisms for investigating 

Sexual Exploitation and Abuse allegations." 

In this regard, the Secretary General is taking important and critical steps to hold 
individuals and leaders accountable for misconduct and pursuing financial and administrative 
penalties, improved measures for investigation, and, particularly important for this committee, 
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transactional sex and exploitative sexual relationships between UN peacekeepers and members 
of host populations. 

We look forward to the full implementation of those initiatives aimed at Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse prevention, enforcement and remedial Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
measures, as highlighted in the Secretary-General's most recent annual Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse report (Af691779). Such initiatives include tightening the accountability framework 
within UN peacekeeping, enhancing transparency regarding credible Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse allegations, and increasing community outreach and reporting. 

One action this Committee can take is to review carefully our annual resolution on 
criminal accountability and strengthen it appropriately. This could include possible new 
measures aimed· at enhanced reporting on cases and follow-up. We expect to have some 
proposals ourselves and to work with other delegations in that regard. Such measures could 
include practical initiatives, such as integrating the annual report of criminal accountability into 
the overall Sexual Exploitation and Abuse report, with a separate section for UN officials and 
experts. 

With 



We are aware that some contributors to UN peacekeeping have limited expertise and 
capacity for investigation and prosecution; and strongly support bilateral and multilateral efforts 
to address these challenges. 

This is a critical time to be discussing this topic, and we look forward to hearing the 
views of other delegations. 

Thank you. 


