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Mr Chairman, 

Turning to the topic of Protection of the environment in relation to armed 

conflicts, the United Kingdom welcomes the Commission's report at Chapter IX. 

The United Kingdom notes that the focus of the second report was to identify existing 

rules of armed conflict directly relevant to the protection of the environment in 

relation to armed conflict. The United Kingdom agrees with the Special Rapporteur 

that the Commission should not seek to modify the law of armed conflict. The law of 

armed conflict applies as /ex specialis during armed conflict, and the United Kingdom 

does not consider that the topic should broaden in scope to examine how other legal 

fields, such as human rights, interrelate. 

With regard to the future of the topic and its eventual outcome, the United Kingdom 

is still unclear what will happen after the third report. The preparation of non-binding 

guidelines or principles could be useful, but the United Kingdom remains 

unconvinced that there is a need for new treaty provisions in this area. 

In respect of the draft principles that were provisionally adopted by the Drafting 

Committee, the United Kingdom considers that they should more accurately align 

with the existing law of armed conflict. For example, the United Kingdom: 

• Notes the removal of the phrase 'military object' from paragraph 3 of draft 

principle 11-1 but considers it important that the commentaries make clear that 

there is no basis for treating all the natural environment as a civilian object for 

the purposes of the laws of armed conflict; 

• Does not accept the blanket prohibition against reprisals in draft principle 11.4, 

which does not reflect the current state of customary international law and 

reservations by States to article 55(2) of Additional Protocol 1 ; and 

• Remains doubtful about the legal basis for draft principle 1-(x) and its practical 

application during armed conflict. 





The United Kingdom welcomes the provisional adoption of paragraph (f) of article 2 

and of article 6. However, the United Kingdom notes that commentaries on these 

provisions are yet to be adopted and that it will be necessary to consider these 

provisions further in light of the commentaries. 

The United Kingdom further notes that important aspects of the draft articles are yet 

to be developed, including those relating to possible exceptions from immunity and 

the procedures for claiming and waiving immunity. The United Kingdom's comments 
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Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

*---*---* 


