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Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the fiye Nordic countries; 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and my own country, Denmark. 

How to strengthen the rule of law at both the national and the 
international level is a key concern to the Nordic countries. We 
appreciate this opportunity to discuss how to promote the rule of law, as 
well as to elaborate on this year's particular subtopic regarding the role of 
multilateral treaty processes in promoting and ad,~ancing the rule of law. 

At the outset we would like to thank the Secretary-General for his most 
recent report on strengthening and coordinating the United Nations' rule 
of law activities. The report shows the important role the United Nations 
plays in securing rule of law across the globe, and it clearly illustrates 
how multidimensional the process of promoting rule of law is. 

The Nordic countries look forward to discussing how to further 
strengthen the linkages between the rule of law, human rights, peace and 
security and deYelopment as proposed in the Secretary General's report 1 

from last year, which was submitted to the General Assembly as a 
follow-up on the High-Level Declaration2 from 2012. A forward-looking 
strategy or plan of action could be agreed upon to take our common 
agenda forward. 

Although the rule of law agenda might seem very broad, we believe in 
the importance of maintaining a comprehensive approach to the concept 
of rule of law. This approach calls for strong coordination and coherence 
within the UN system. The Rule of Law Coordination and Resource 
Group and the Rule of Law Unit play a key role in this respect We 
welcome the Secretary-General's efforts in enhancing coordination and 
coherence of rule of law activities across the whole UN system. In the 
same vein, we also welcome the regular informal briefings on the rule of 
law held throughout the 69th session co-hosted by the Rule of Law Unit 
and Austria, Liechtenstein and Mexico. 

Also, we greatly appreciate that the President of the General Assembly, 
Mr Lykketoft, has underlined the importance of rule of law and has 
chosen to focus one of the three high-level e,·ents on the 
implementation of human rights, governance, rule of law and gender 

1 .\/68/213/Add.t, dated 11.July 2014. 
: .\/RJ·:S/67 /1. dated '.\O :'\!member 2012. 
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aspects. We look forward to the debates and to hopefully pragmatic and 
action-oriented outcomes. 

Mr Chairman, 

While rule of law at the national level is and should be at the core of this 
agenda item, we would like to provide some comments relating to the 
role of international courts and tribunals. 
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Mr Chairman, 

I will now be turning to the subtopic regarding the role of multilateral 
treaty processes in promoting and advancing the rule of law. 

The Nordic countries hold a long tradition of negotiating and concluding 
treaties and please allow us to provide some exemplification from our 
own region. The Nordic countries ha,Te a long tradition of a close 
regional cooperation within a broad range of subjects. Hundreds of 
treaties have been concluded between our nations. We firmly believe that 
this extensive and close cooperation has improved the rule of law in the 
region. The open and active cooperation has helped to build trust and to 
create close and friendly relations among tclose a and c
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