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Overview 

The High Level Review of United Nations Sanctions was held from May 2014 to 

November 2015. Over the course of 18 months of intense consultations, workshops 

and other forms of dialogue among well over 70 Member States, plus 

representatives of international organizations and companies, much has been 

achieved, as the aggregated output of the three working groups in the HLR 

Compendium demonstrates.  The 150 recommendations are an indicator of the 

creativity and commitment of the participants, as well as a signal of the need for 

continued improvement and reform of UN sanctions.  

 

As many participants of the HLR observed, enhancing sanctions implementation 

practices must be an ongoing, shared responsibility led by Member States. Sanctions 

are always part of broader conflict resolution poli

 

It should be noted at the outset that the HLR Compendium was not intended to 

"necessarily reflect unified views of the participants but rather presents ideas that 

were found by many to be useful for further consideration", as H.E. Ambassador 

Marja Lehto, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland stated during the launch of the 

Compendium on 5 November 2015. "While the High Level Review was sponsored 

and supported financially by five governments – Australia, Germany, Greece, 

Sweden and Finland – the contents of the Compendium do not imply governmental 

endorsement by any sponsoring state." In a similar approach, the Assessment will 

not be a reflection of one or several governments, but will rather offer collective 

inputs and innovative ideas. 
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