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Mr/ Madam Chair, 

Terrorism negates the fundamental principle of humanity and is contrary to the other 
underlying principles and core objectives of international humanitarian law (IHL). The 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) condemns acts of terrorism, whether 
committed within or outside armed conflict and irrespective of their perpetrators, and is 
deeply distressed by the devastating impact of these acts on communities and individuals. 
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Mr/ Madam Chair, 

The current perceived need to more efficiently quell the threats emanating from groups and 
individuals designated as terrorists has also reinvigorated States' discussion of the UN draft 
comprehensive convention on international terrorism. Inasmuch as this draft may include 
armed conflicts in its scope of application, the ICRC deems it essential to include a provision 
regulating its relationship to IHL. This would be the only way to minimize overlaps and 
contradictions between the draft comprehensive convention and IHL. 

The inclusion and formulation of such a provision will be critical to maintaining the integrity of 
and rationale for IHL. In particular, in armed conflicts, the draft comprehensive convention 
should not criminalize actions that are authorized or not prohibited under IHL, such as 
attacking military objectives or persons not entitled to protection against direct attacks. It is 
our view that any agreement on the terms of the draft comprehensive convention on 
international terrorism should be consistent with IHL's basic principles and definitions. 

Thank you. 
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