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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, I would like to join the previous speakers in congratulating you and the members

of the bureau on your deserving elections. Our felicitation also goes to Mr. Voronkov for

assuming the leadership of the newly established Office of Counter-Terrorism. We 



"terrorism" provide a safe haven for terrorist groups and their affiliates to freely grow, recruit
and perpetrate unspeakable atrocities.

Another longstanding issue to examine is the endemic and age-old problem of foreign
invasion and occupation, and what it has brought in its wake. The seventy-year state of

occupation of Palestine is the most pressing. This has been further compounded by the
systematic political and military interventions in order to preserve, perpetuate, and create their
desired regional configuration.

Indeed, misperceptions and erroneous assumptions may temporarily defuse domestic

anxieties. They do not, however, help in the actual resolution of global crises. Such

reprehensible approaches could only undermine international trust and cooperation in

countering terrorism. We need to break the habit of always throwing the ball into another

side's court.

Mr. Chairman,

It should have become all too clear by now that a successful and effective fight against the two

cancerous phenomena of terrorism and extremism calls for a comprehensive approach and a

multi-pronged strategy which depends, first and foremost, on a sober understanding and
recognition of their enabling social, cultural, economic and global conditions. In fact, what we

are faced with is a socio-cultural problem, caused by a deeply-felt state of deprivation,

alienation, and marginalization in an affluent and developed environment.

Containing - and the ultimate physical elimination - of extremist terrorist organizations on the

ground is certainly required, but only as a necessary first step and only as a component of a

much larger effort. Problems of a global nature with deep-seated roots call for the requisite

proper understanding and genuine global cooperation in confronting them. Terrorism and

extremism, as a multidimensional phenomenon, can only be defeated if a comprehensive plan

is devised and implemented by various relevant stakeholders in a coordinated and coherent

manner. The United Nations Global Counter Terrorism Strategy provides such a common

platform for cooperation and we support its implementation, in an integrated and balanced way.

States should also adopt a comprehensive approach and increase efforts to crack down on the

recruitment and movement of terrorists, cut off their financing channels and curb their abuse

of social media.

By the same token, more attention should be given to the propagation of hostility among

different religions and denominations by spreading the Takfiri ideology as the most underlying

driver for terrorism. This ideology has nothing to do with the genuine and original message of

Islam. In this line, we attach great importance to the capacity of religious actors including



clerics and scholars in promotion of mutual understanding and harmonious coexistence among

diverse denominations and social groups by denouncing narratives and ideologies that

engender hatred and intolerance.

Mr. Chairman,

On 7 June 2017 the cowardly terrorists affiliated with ISIS carried out twin terrorist attacks

in Tehran. Although the attackers were immediately fought off by the security forces, several

innocent citizens including women were killed and 


