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Thank you, Mr Chairman.

The Philippines is pleased to see you leading this Committee. You and the Bureau

can count on our full support.

We align with the statements of the NAM delivered by Iran and of ASEAN delivered

by Cambodia.

We thank the Secretary-General for his report on this item.

I wish to tell you the story of Marawi. Last 23 May, hundreds of men belonging to
a Daesh-inspired terrorist organization called the "Maute Group" attacked Marawi, a
Muslim-majority city in central Mindanao.

They seized control of a considerable part of the city and took civilians as hostages.
The attack 



Our government demonstrated forbearance, taking care not to unleash a greater

force to minimize civilian casualties even at the cost of more military and police casualties

- in what became a slow, punishing, door-to-door, street-by-street fight.

Military operations were carefully calibrated to achieve this aim, consistent with

International Humanitarian Law - even if the government lost face by the slow and

deliberate progress of its forces.

We pushed for the establishment of a "peace corridor" through the city to allow the

safe passage of trapped civilians and enable vital supplies to reach those unable to leave

their protected positions within the battle zone. With regard to the 



manifestations, wherever, by whomever, and against whomsoever committed. We can

only agree with the American president - as we must always make sure - that terrorism is

only for losers.

Mr Chairman, terrorism is an evil so pure, it must be countered with means that

are sure - a global effort against terror on every front by every society worthy to be called

one and not a gang. Terrorism is a global problem no country can tackle alone. President

Rodrigo Duterte understands this. Counterterrorism is a cornerstone of his national
agenda, and this includes strengthening cooperation with our regional partners especially
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the rest of ASEAN, and with Australia and the United States, so

that the Philippines can have a more effective defense system to crush terrorism when it

will not be deterred.

The Philippines addresses violent extremism through the "whole of nation"

approach. We engage women, the youth, Muslim and Christian leaders and teachers,
NGOs, the academe, and the private sector, as partners in counter-radicalization, and as

a collective force for moderation, peace, democracy, and development.

We raise the security awareness of local communities, and implement community

awareness and target hardening programs within the framework of the rule of law and

human rights as the fundamental approach to fighting terrorism.

We continue to train law enforcement and security experts and increase their

capacity, in partnership with grassroots efforts, to detect and stop threats from
homegrown violent extremists.

We look fonward to working with Undersecretary-General Vladimir Voronkov and

his team at the new UN Counterterrorism Office to bring into a cohesive whole the work

on counterterrorism by Member States and the UN.

Key areas of cooperation we wish to deepen with the UN and non-UN actors, and
with regional and bilateral partners, include threats to commercial aviation, nuclear
terrorism, cybercrime, terrorist financing, support for victims of terrorism, and capacity
building.

Two years ago the Philippines adopted a landmark law, the Strategic Trade

Management Act which seeks to support counterterrorism by preven-0 0 1 348.276 328
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in cooperation with the UNODC, has been conducting trainings on countering the

financing of terrorism.

As Chairman of ASEAN 


