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Mr. Chairman,

As this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor, letaongratulate you and the other
members of the bureau on their election. | am confident that under your able leadership we will
be able to conlude the work of the Sixth Committee expeditiously.

We align ourselves with the statement of the European Union on behalf of the EU and it Member
States.

We would like to thank the Secretai@eneral for his reporting on the implementation of
resolution 72/112, and for his commitment tdight criminal misconduct by Uited Nations
officials and experts on mission.

[Introduction]

Criminal accountability of United Natioofficials and experts covers a broad rangeiofawful
conduct, from fraudtheft, to sexual abuse and exploitationle@rly some conduct isnore
serious than otherbut all unlawful conduct by United Natiowdficials and experts on mission is
unacceptable and has a detrimental effect on the fulfilment of the mandate of the United
Natiors, it's Funds and Programs.

Let mestress that, even though prosecution is sometimes difficult, no United Nattficsal
stands above the law. It is our responsibilityensure that they are held accountable for their
actions, as much as anyone else.

We have been discussing this topic for more than ten years, and although progress has been
made, for instance in the reporting of criminal misconduct, we seem to be unable to prevent
criminal misconduct and hold those responsilaecountable This situatn can no longer
continue, and we need to step up our efforts in order to ensure criminal accountability of UN
officials and experts on mission.

[Accountability]

Ensuring accountability requires effective reporting, investigation amthere appropriag —



We welcome theSecretaryGeneral’'s efforts to strengthen procedures for reporting and



Annex | lists all the cases that the Secret@gneral referred to the state of nationality for
investigation and prosecutio It also lists whether the state of nationality requested a waiver of
immunity. Nine of the referred cases concerned UN offici8IG feport A/73/71 on the Practice
in disciplinary matters and cases of possible criminal behavior of the referred.cases

Unclear to my delegation is whether the immunity weaived of those nine officiatsr whether
this was not necessary since the United Natiofficial will only enjoy functional immunity and
misconduct evidently is not covered?

The topic of criminal aotintability of UN officials and experts on mission is closely linked to the
topic of combating Sexual Exploitation and AQused sexual harassment. We fully support the
SecretaryGeneral'sstrategy to combat Sexual Exploitation and Ahuseinched in 2017. We
commend the work done so far and strongly encourage further work.

Over the past years, new Administrative Instructions have been issued, new policies and
measures have beeadopted andimplemented including a zer¢olerance policy There is a
SecretaryGeneral’'s bulletin ornfProhibition of discrimination, harassment, including sexual
harassment, and abuse of authority’, there is one on *Special measures for protection from sexual
exploitation and abuse’, on Protection against retaliation’, and many more.

On paper the right polies are in placeBut if policy alone was successful, we would not be
discussing this issue todaye therefore support the recent announced strategy aimed at
bringing about a cultural and operational clygnto improve dramatically how the United Nations
addresses sexual exploitation and abuse, and sexual harassment

The fact that there is still a culture of silence concerning sexual exploitation and abuse, sexual
harassment and criminal miscondumy officials of the Wited Nations its funds and programs,
is deeply troubling.

The Netherlands is committed to eliminate Sexual Exploitation and Aandeghe Prime Minister
of the Netherlands has joined the Secret&gneral’s circle of leadership. This is a sign of our
strong commitment to this issue.

As a donor to the United Nations, its Funds &rdgrams my Government no longer wasito
be seen as enabling, financing and approving such conduct. Therefore, before financially
contributingto funds and pogramswe will requir



sexual exploitation and abuse, and sexual harassmematngut in place and properly executed,
we will suspend the contribution.

As one of the cdounders of the Group of Friendso Eliminate Sexual Harassment, we will
coordinate our efforts with the other members of the group.

Finally, | would like to reiterate that the Kingdom of the Netherlands remains ready to consider
a proposal for a comprehensive international legal framework, which would clarify the
circumstances under which UN Member States can exercise jurisdiction, as well as the categories
of individuals and crimes subject tioat jurisdiction.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman



