


Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to take the floor on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Serbia*
and Albania*, the country of the iStabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia, align
themselves with this statement.

We would like to thank the Committee on Relations with the Host Country for its report
(A/73/26) on its activities conducted during the reporting period.

We would also like to express our thanks to the Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Cyprus, Ambassador Komelios Komeliou, for presiding over the work of the Committee
during the past year, as well as to the other members of the Committee's Bureau, and the UN
Secretariat, for their continuous support to the Committee's work.

The observance of privileges and immunities of diplomatic personnel is an issue of great
importance, based on solid legal principles. To this end, we underline the need to safeguard
the integrity of the relevant body of intemational law, particularly the Headquarters
Agreement between the United Nations and the Host Country, the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations and the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations.

The Committee on Relations with the Host Country has an important role to play in handling
a variety of matters that the diplomatic community may face in the context of the relationship
between the Host Country and the United Nations community. The Committee's role is
central in helping to 
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