


principles set forth in Article 75 as applicable to any individual it detains in an
international armed conflict, and we expect all other nations to adhere to these
principles as well.

Proper implementation of THL obligations is critical to reducing the risk to
civilians and civilian objects during armed conflict. As we have seen in recent
conflicts, it is a tragic reality of war that egregious harm to civilians can occur even
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critical for parties to comply with IHL, including the principles of distinction and

proportionality, as well as the obligations of both attacking and defending parties
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other protected persons and objects. In taking precautlons for the protection of
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