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Mr. Chair, 

The principle of Universal Jurisdiction has given rise to many discussions, has raised various 
concerns and was sometimes also cause for international tensions. Austria supports the 
concept of universal jurisdiction in the interest of the common fight against impunity for 
international crimes, however we see a considerable amount of confusion and 
misapprehension that continue to exist with regard to the concept of universal jurisdiction.  

For this reason Austria has on previous occasions supported a request to the International 
Law Commission to embark work on this topic. A profound academic analysis would help 
to avoid misunderstandings, which continue to arise in relation to the exercise of universal 
criminal jurisdiction, and would serve to inform a thorough discussion in the 6th Committee. 
Therefore, Austria welcomes the decision of the ILC to include the topic “Universal criminal 

https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/sovereignty.html

