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17 October 2019

SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

74th SESSION

Briefing by the Senior Politicai Affairs Officer, Officer-in-Charge of the

Security Council Practices and Charter Research Branch/Security Council

Affairs Division/Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, on the

Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,

1. I am most grateful for this opportunity to provide the delegates of the Sixth

Committee with an update on the status of the Repertoire of the Practice of

the Security Council and related activities. By way of introduction, 1 wish to

refer you to the Report of the Secretary-General on the Repertory and the

Repertoire [A/74/194) of 18 July 2019.

2. My remarks today will serve to provide you with an overview of the

progress made by the Security Council Practices Charter R Tz(the)Tj
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3. Distinguished delegates, by its resolution 686 (VII) of 5 December 1952,

the General Assembly mandated the Secretary-General to undertake the

publication of the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council as one of

the ways and means for making the evidence of customary international law

more readily available. At the time, it was anticipated that within ten years of

the establishment of the United Nations, Member 



Repertoire for the 



and the Office of 





14. Esteemed Chair, distinguished deiegates, the progress made in the

preparation and publication of the Repertoire would not have been possible

without the contributions received to the Trust Fund for the Updating of the

Repertoire established by the General Assembly in resolution 54/106 of 9

December 1999. Thanks to the funds available in the Trust Fund, the Branch

was able to utilize additional resources to those of the regular budget to

advance the timely completion of the Supplement (2016-2017], as well

as the preparation of the 21^^ (2018) and 22"^ Supplements (2019) on a one-

year cycle.

15. We continue to be highly dependent on voluntary contributions to the Trust

Fund in order to sustain the achievements of recent years. In this connection,

we are truly thankful for the contributions made to the Trust Fund since our

last briefing in 2018 by Argentina, China, Ireland, Poland, Singapore and

Ukraine. We would also encourage Member States to consider the

sponsorship of Associate Experts for the Branch. In this regard, we are

particularly grateful to Italy and the Republic of Korea for their sponsorship

of two Associate Experts over the past year.

16. These funds have allowed the Repertoire team to remove the gap between

coverage of past and contemporary Council practice. At this stage, given the

current budgetary constraints, unless the Trust Fund is replenished and

resources are secured to reinforce the work of the Branch, the progress

achieved so far may prove unsustainable. The continued and increasingly

fast-paced flow of activity of the Security Council in the form of meetings and




