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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, and since this is the first time my delegation takes the floor
during this session, let me congratulate you and the other members of the
bureau on your election, and reiterate my delegation s full support to you
throughout this session.

I wish to align my delegation with the statement previously delivered by the
European Union.

Mr. Chairman,

Portugal would like to begin its intervention on this important topic by
paying tribute to the United Nations officials and experts on mission, and by
commending them for their invaluable contribution to the fulfilment of the
goals and principles of the United Nations. It is never enough to recognise
and praise their high character and their work as active contributors for
peacebuiiding, often in the face of very difficult 
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Mr. Chairman,

The occasional reproachabie behaviour of United Nations officials or experts
on mission can compromise the credibility of the Organization and of its

agents. Impunity, or even just the perception of undue protection to
wrongful behaviours, is detrimental to the Organization.

The sound administration of justice is thus key for the ability of the United
Nations to fulfil its mandate. That is why this topic is of the utrhost



Mr. Chairman,

Having severai of its nationais depioyed as United Nations officiais or

experts on mission, Portugai takes these issues very seriousiy. As we have

been repeatediy noting throughout the years - inciuding in response to

questionnaires on this 


