


There is an increasing recognition of the intrinsic linkages between humanitarian and

environmental concerns in conflict situations. Accordingly, the Nordic countries would

like to emphasize tiiat the draft principles address many timely questions, such as the

designation of significant environmental and cultural areas as protected zones, the

protection of the environment of indigenous peoples, the prevention and mitigation of

environmental degradation in areas where persons displaced by armed conflict are

located as well as the environmental obligations of an occupying power. The Nordic

countries also welcome the inclusion of corporate due diligence and of corporate

liability in the draft principles. likewise, the Nordic countries appreciate the inclusion

of substantial principles on post-conflict measures, in particular the need for

cooperation and the sharing and granting of access to information.

Mme./Mr. Chair,

Now that the whole set of draft principles and commentaries is available for our

scrutiny, we would like to make some general comments. Especially, we would like to

applaud the broad approach that the Commission is taking to this topic. Importantly,

the Commission has not limited its approach to situations of armed conflict, but has the

whole conflict cycle covered, including the protection of the environment before, during
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The Nordic countries welcome the adoption by the Commission of the entire set of the

draft principles and commentaries on protection of the environment 



been expressed regarding draft article 7. The Nordic countries support the proposed

procedural safeguards, in order to ensure that all relevant aspects of cases involving

claims of immunity are taken into consideration.

regards the procedural aspects of immunity and the draft articles contained in the

Special Rapporteurs seventh report, the Nordic countries fully agree with the view that

these should provide 



While sea level has risen globally by around 15 cm during the 20th century, it is

currently rising more than twice as fast - 3.6 mm per year. And it is accelerating -

mainly due to increasing rates of ice loss from the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets,

according to the recent IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a

Changing Climate.

Small Island States may fully or partially disappear due to sea level rise, or they may

become unable to support human habitation. Low-lying areas that are not entirely

submerged will be 



The Nordic countries look forward to working with other States and actively engaging

with the Commission to provide greater legal clarity in this important field.

Mme./Mr. Chair,

Historically, the ocean has not featured prominently on the international climate change

agenda. The 2015 Paris Agreement mentions the ocean only once, in the Preamble. 


