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Mr. Chair

Liechtenstein welcomes the Secretary-General report on Strengthening and Coordinating

United Nations rule of law activities. We share the report's assessment that certain global

trends have created new challenges for national and international rule of law structures. The

engagement of the UN in collective efforts to promote the rule of law is therefore more critical

than ever. While we were encouraged by the inclusion of the Rule of Law as part of the 2030

agenda in SDG 16, the recent and comprehensive study on the implementation of SDG 16 by

the Justice Task Force is a stark illustration of just how much is left to be done. According to the

Justice Task Force: at least 250 million people live in extreme conditions of injustice, 1.5 billion

people cannot resolve their everyday justice problems, and 4.5 billion people are excluded from

the opportunities the law provides. We therefore have much work to do. This is a crucial

moment for all of us to stand up for and further develop the rule of law at the national and

international levels.

Mr. Chair

Challenges to peace and security call for the strengthening of the rule of law at the

international level, in particular. In order to give more strength to article 2 paragraph 4 of the
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UN Charter, Liechtenstein worked hard to secure the activation of the International Criminal

Court's jurisdiction over the crime of aggression. By criminalizing the most serious forms of 
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Mr. Chair

Liechtenstein echoes the Secretary-General's call to improve the financial sustainability of

international accountability mechanisms. Compared to military interventions of peacekeeping

missions, activities to ensure justice are economical. More importantly, they are investments 


