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1. introduction

1. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 73/208 of 20 December

2018, the Sixth Committee decided, at its first meeting, on 7 October

2019, to establish a Working Group to continue to undertake a

thorough discussion of the scope and application of universal

jurisdiction. Pursuant to the same resolution, the General Assembly

decided that the Working Group should be open to all Member States

and that relevant observers to the Assembly would be invited 



was no longer available to serve in that capacity. The Working Group

pays tribute to Ms. Duncan-Villalobos Villa for her contribution to its

work.

3. The Working Group had before it the various reports of the

Secretary-General on the scope and application of the principle of

universal jurisdiction dating back to 2010 (A/74/144, A/73/123 and

Add. 1, A/72/112, A/71/111, A/70/125, A/69/174, A/68/113,

A/67/116, A/66/93 and Add.l and A/65/181). The Working Group also

had before it the non-paper previously submitted by Chile

(A/C.6/66/WG.3/DP.1), the Informal Paper of the Working Group
£*

(A/C.6/66/WG.3/1), which contains a roadmap on the methodology

and issues for discussion, as well as the 2016 Informal Working Paper

prepared by the Chair, which has been discussed in previous sessions

of the Working Group.

II. Proceedings of the Working Group

4. The Working Group held two meetings on 18 and 24 October

2019. It conducted its work in the framework of informal

consultations. Like last year, the Working Group proceeded to

exchange views on the practice of 



against the backdrop of the plenary debate at the 14th, 15th, 16th and

17th meetings of the Sixth Committee, held on 15,16 and 17 October

2019.

III. Informal summary

5. The present informal summary is for reference purposes only and

is not an official record of the proceedings. At its first meeting, on 18

October, in my capacity as Chair, I presented an overview of past

proceedings, including the discussions that had led to the Informal

Working Paper, reiterating that the issues raised in the Informal

Working Paper were intended to be illustrative and are without

prejudice to future proposals made by delegations or to their

positions. The Informal Working Paper did not reflect consensus

among delegations and was expected to be subject to further

deliberation. I reminded delegations that no modifications to the

Informal Working Paper had been introduced to 
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(b) "What are the conditions, if any, to the applicability of

universal jurisdiction for such crimes?"; and

(c) "What are of



8. Following the exchange of views on the scope and application of

universal jurisdiction, I invited delegations to share their views on how

to better achieve the mandate entrusted to the Working Group,

seeking the best way to proceed. Several delegations reiterated the

importance and usefulness 



delegations to engage with each other to pave the way forward 


