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Chair 

 

Allow me to tha nk you for aff ordin g us the floor.  

 

Sout h Africa takes not e of the Secret ar y -G ener al 's report , whic h provid es valuab le 

insig ht int o the man ner in which univ er sal juris dict io n is ap pli ed in var ious co unt ries.   

Sout h Africa is part icul ar ly grat ef ul t o all th e co unt r ies t hat hav e take n the time to 

provid e writ t en inf orm at ion o n their in t erpr et at io n and ap plic at io n of the 



par t icul ar ly ben ef icia l in securin g mut ual leg al assist anc e from  stat es when carrying 

out prosec ut ions.     

 

Chal len ges are equa lly enc ount er ed in the polit ica l spher e where u nivers al ju risdict io n 

is not unif or m ly app lie d and is oft e n mi sused or abuse d.  

 

Univers al juris dict io n present s a chall e nge to



Sout h Af rica  is of the view that it could prove to be very usef ul for the I nt ernat ional La w 

Commissi on to co nduct a study at a te chnica l lev el  w hich c oul d ai d in pr ovid i ng clar it y  

on leg al mat t ers , part icul ar ly sinc e it has alre ady be en pl ace d on the Com mission ’s  


