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The applica4on of the principle of universal jurisdic4on 

Slovenia believes that further interna2onal consensus is needed regarding the applica2on of 
the principle of universal jurisdic2on. In our view, it is necessary to enhance interna2onal 
coopera2on in criminal maEers for a more efficient prosecu2on of the most serious 
interna2onal crimes. The interna2onal community should aim to develop and establish new 
ways for state coopera2on and a gradual emergence of obliga2ons for such coopera2on. 

We believe that the biggest challenge for states regarding the applica2on of universal 



Court (ICC). However, none of these mechanisms operate on the basis of universal 
jurisdic2on. The ICC is also a court of last resort with jurisdic2on to prosecute perpetrators 
only if a state which has jurisdic2on is either unable or unwilling to act. 

Slovenia has been a strong supporter of these bodies as important mechanisms to end 
impunity. However, due to jurisdic2onal and prac2cal limita2ons these bodies cannot 



prospect for it should be required for the main proceedings. It is for this reason that we find 





universal jurisdic2on so as to extend the power to exercise universal jurisdic2on if such an 
obliga2on stems from an interna2onal treaty, interna2onal costomary law or general 
principles of interna2onal law. This gives the judiciary a legal possibility for a rela2vely wide-
range applica2on of universal jurisdic2on with the aim to ensure jus2ce outside the na2onal 
territory. 

For the exercise of universal jurisdic2on to be possible, certain condi2ons must be met. 
Prosecu2on under the third paragraph of Ar2cle 13 must always be approved by the Minister 
of Jus2ce.  



Criminal offences that can be tried under universal jurisdic2on are regulated in accordance 
with the Kampala Amendments adopted at the Review Conference of the Rome Statute of 



community are the main guiding sources in defining crimes that by their nature can be 
tried under universal jurisdic2on. 


