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“International Law Commission, its importance and 

projection into the Future” 
 

 
The International Law Commission enters its 8th decade of functioning in the 

coming years, while States and International Law needs to respond to new 
challenges and new requirements from societies increasingly interlinked thanks 

to instantaneous communication and decentralized exchange of information. 
 

Since the inception of the ILC the world has changed, and relevant actors and 
proponents of International Law multiplied. Specialized International 

Organizations, informal initiatives among States and Civil Society interact with 
the traditional actors, contributing to both the development and fragmentation 

of International Law and the emergence of soft law instruments as a form of 
regulation on diverse global issues. Although State practice and international 

jurisprudence remain key sources for the work of ILC in many relevant topics of 

international law, a vibrant legal community pushes States and Courts to action. 
 

Gender, migration, a key concern for environment protection and climate action, 
deeper implementation of human rights, involvement of local communities and 

traditional knowledge, although far from been new phenomena, may be some 
of the driving forces in the definition of priorities and content of legal initiatives 

in the context of progressive development of international law. 
 

How should the International Law Commission adapt itself to a changing world? 
What are the topics that the ILC should address in the coming decade? What are 

the interactions to be improved in the work of the ILC? How can the States 
contribute to the improvement of ILC’s methods and what actions may the 6th 

Committee (and capitals) take to renew its interactions with the ILC?  
 

All those questions remain open and the panelists will be invited to express their 

views on them and others that the audience may formulate. 
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Claudio Grossman is Professor of Law, Dean Emeritus, and the 

Raymond Geraldson 


