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7. Finally, the European Union welcomes point (4) of the commentary concerning guideline 

3, which confirms that States can discharge their obligations to protect the atmosphere 
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consideration of this topic and to express its appreciation for the work done on this very 

important topic.  

3. The European Union welcomes the adoption of the Guide as well as the recommendation 

of the ILC to compile the practice of States and international organizations in the 

provisional application of treaties, as furnished by the latter over the years, together with 

other materials relevant to the topic. The European Union has been actively involved in 

the discussions on this topic and is pleased to see that some of its observations and 

suggestions are reflected in the final outcome. 

4. The European Union will limit its intervention to making only a few remarks in relation 

to the text of the Guide and the commentaries thereto, as adopted.  

 

Mr/Ms Chairperson, 

5. The European Union notes with great satisfaction that the scope ratione personae of the 

draft guidelines is not limited to States but also includes international organisations. 

6. Throughout its previous interventions, the European Union has advocated  that the 

practice of States and international organisations on provisional application of treaties 

should be examined in depth. The European Union thus appreciates the fact that the ILC 

has considered the practice of the European Union and refers to it in the commentaries 

to the Guide, as well as in the annex containing examples of provisions on provisional 

application of treaties.  

7. The European Union welcomes that the ILC emphasises the flexible nature of the 

provisional application of treaties and recognizes that international organisations may 

agree on solutions not identified in the Guide, if they consider them more appropriate to 

the purposes of a given treaty.  

8. The European Union welcomes that guideline 4 on the form of  agreement on provisional 

application recognizes that provisional application may be agreed also through an act of 

an international organisation adopted in accordance with its rules or by a declaration of 

an international organisation which is accepted by a State or other international 

organisations concerned. The European Union notes that subparagraph (b) of guideline 

4 is intended to give examples and does not constitute an exhaustive list of means or 

arrangements through which provisional application may be agreed. The European 






