




through domestic legislation, maritime boundary agreements, and deposit of charts or 

coordinates and declarations attached thereto. 

 
8. As we further noted last year, this State practice can be both evidence of emerging 

customary rules (where joined by opinio juris), as well as considered subsequent 

practice useful to the interpretation of provisions of UNCLOS. And while we recognize 

that there may not yet be sufficient State practice and opinio juris to make a conclusion 

that there is a general customary rule concerning preservation of maritime zones, we 

think that the trend is in that direction. 


